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cables away. __ the 
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Just press load and BeoCenter 2 unfolds 
its elegant aluminium wings, lights up 
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act of placing a CD or DVD a nice 
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entertainment experience you're in the 
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GAY ABANDON? 


If the GLCCE can’t pull out of its nosedive, the 
community in Alberta's capital city won't just be 
seeing empty chairs, they'll be moving them 
out. David King reports. 
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voters alike are exploring their progressive 
options. Is NDP as easy as ABC? 
Outlooks touches base with party leader 
Jack Layton to find out. 
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A VERY 
SPECIAL EVENT 


Over the years, the Calgary Cares 
benefit has grown to become one of 
the city’s most prominent 
fundraisers. Dale Smith lets us 
know what's in store for 2004. 


FS, 
5 [eel 


EYE FOR DESIGN 


Whether you look at it as a 
“guppie pond’ or a chance 
to mingle with design 
greats (like Bruce Mau, 
creator of the picture- 
perfect space at right), the 
Toronto Interior Design 


Bailey photographed on location at Show was, by all accounts, 
Urban Sky Studio by Patricio Del Rio. 

Model appears courtesy of [Model Z SORT sueCess: 

Management That it contributed to 


CANFAR makes that 
success all the sweeter. 
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LETTERS [<< 


Attention: Outlooks 


It’s found among many other free papers & mags, at the grand hall of the St. Lawrence 
| Market (celebrating its 200th birthday). And we always pick up a copy there. Too bad it’s 
not all that easy to find in the Toronto gay village, or Toronto period. 


Two minor criticisms (graphically speaking only): please make your texts into three 
columns across instead of two. Each line is a bit long to read before dropping to the next 
(standard teaching in graphics classes). Also, your pics of various cities are interesting but 
one needs a magnifying glass to see any appreciable details. 


Do continue your great pub, it’s most informative. |’m sure it will help Toronto lesbians 
F and gays to realize there’s more to Canada than our neighbours in Montréal! (In 1968 | 
§ travelled to Vancouver on the C.PR. route—through Regina and Calgary, returning on C.N. 
route—via Edmonton & Saskatoon; | fell in love with Van and the west in general. | did the 
= train thing again—both ways—in 1982. The view by train beats peering through the clouds 
@ in an aeroplane!) 


Ken 


Via e-mail 


The Editor Responds: 


Many thanks for your kind comments about our publication—it’s always nice 
to receive feedback from a reader with such a keen (and obviously experi- 
enced!) eye. I’m sure you’ll be happy to see that, as of our February 2004 issue, 
# we have limited the number of photographs in our Out & About sections in 
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e,no more than 400 words. Write to: 
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editor@outlooks.ca 


Rooms Inciude 
* Continental Breakfast 
* Hair Dryers 
* Coffee Makers 
* Pay per view movies 
* Nintendo 
offer affordable luxury with many sdded * Irons & Ironing Boards 
features. 


Our friendly staff will ensure 


your clients haye g Great Sta 


Other Hotel Features 
+ A Fitness Room 
* Sauna 
* Two Lively Bars 
+ A Great Restaurant 
* Room Service 


1755 Davie Street, Vancouver, BC V6G 1W5 
Phone: 604.682.1831 * Fax: 604.682.3546 
Toll Free: 1.800.661.7887 

Web: www.rpbhotels.com 

Email: sands @ rpbhotels.com 


member of GLBA 
proud sponsor of WESA 


The Bayside Lounge 
Enjoy Vancouver's best 
loved Martini 
overlooking English Bay 
or Checkers Bar & Grill, 
our own Sports Bar. 


Bar 


March 2004 OuTrLeQgKks 


order to increase their scale. This is a permanent change. 


As for the two-column format, it is one we adopted in the fifth anniversary 
overhaul of the magazine. In the past five or so years, the more modern three- 
to three-and-a-half-inch, two-column page has become extremely popular in 
the publishing industry, and can be seen in such diverse publications as Canadian 
House & Home, GQ and Vogue Hommes International. We like it because it gives 
Outlooks a “‘cleaner’’, more streamlined look, particularly since other column 
structures can appear quite dense and “grey” on a material like newsprint when 
there are large blocks of text. Even though this change was made for the “long 
run”, we will take your suggestion under advisement. 


Outlooks’ availability (or lack thereof) in the Toronto marketplace is rather a 
two-edged sword: on one hand, it’s nice to know that the roughly 13,000 copies 
we deliver each month are picked up quickly; however, without magazines 
lingering on distribution racks, our profile in the city is not as high as it might 
be. We are currently seeking a way to remedy this situation to everyone’s 
benefit. 


Finally, | agree wholeheartedly with your views on train travel—since my trip 
in the fall of 2003, 1 vowed to make use of this scenic (and relaxing) travel option 
wherever and whenever possible, and encourage others to do the same. Again, 
many thanks for your letter. 


Dear Outlooks, 


Hearty applause to David Crosson’s response to the, quite frankly, hateful letter dumping 
on all of us in the GLBT community who don’t buy into the “straight acting” imperative. 


The great joy of our community always has been its great acceptance of diversity. It is 
one of the main reasons why we are such a source of great innovation in our overriding 
society. |, myself, have always been a rather effeminate (and aging) gay man—hence, | 
suppose, | would be an embarrassment to the writer. However, | have been out and fighting 
the struggle for gay rights for almost forty years. | wonder what he has contributed apart 
from backbiting. 


| don’t want to change my behaviour; he should consider changing his. 
P. Larocque, 


Ottawa 
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PUBLISHER’S COLUMN 


Many thanks... 


By Roy Heale 


As we continue to pursue the goals we established back the early spring of 1997, it 
gives me great pleasure to report that this month marks the eighty-fifth issue of Outlooks 
magazine. As | reflect on this, our seventh anniversary, | can see just how much has 
changed in Canada’s GLBT community since those 

early days, and how much we have grown along with 

these changes in an ongoing effort to unite and 
inform our community from coast-to-coast. Never 
before has it been so important for us to speak 
out and be heard on same-sex marriage and 
the many other key issues that will play a 
significant role in the looming federal 
election campaign. In the coming months, 
our views and opinions must be made 
known to all of Canada’s elected represen- 
tatives if we are truly going to move forward 
in the fight for equality. 


Our role as a communications link, not 
only for the GLBT community but also to 
Canadians at-large, will continue in the 
future just as it has in the past seven years. 
Many mainstream readers, who look to us 

for the diverse stories and information 

contained in each issue, use Outlooks as 

their window onto the gay world, one 

through which they may learn more about 

our community. Our current audited circu- 
lation of 37,418 is the largest in our history 
and the Canadian Circulation Audit Bureau 
(CCAB) results lend official credibility to this 
number, which in the past has been doubted in some quarters. Based on our annual 
Reader Survey results, each copy of Outlooks is read by an average of 3.1 individuals, for 
a total readership of over 115,000 people each month. To each and every one of you we 
extend our sincere gratitude for your support and hope you continue to enjoy each 
edition we produce. 


Over the course of our history, it has been important to give back to the community 
as we grow and develop. During the past seven years, we have donated over $250,000 in 
discounts to community groups with our non-profit advertising rates, as well as free 
publicity to promote community activities. Since its inception in 2000, the Outlooks 
Millennium Community Foundation has donated almost $10,000 in cash to emerging 
community groups and AIDS-related causes. We anticipate that this level of community 
support will continue to grow and flourish in the future. 


As a major source of Outlooks’ income, the advertisers who have supported our efforts 
deserve a sincere thank you for enabling us to continue to publish each month. In this 
issue, you can see a diverse representation of national advertisers from all regions across 
Canada, businesses and organizations who share and encourage our vision from Ontario, 
Manitoba, Alberta and British Columbia (too name only a few key areas), as well as many 


., 604.685.3417 
www.pumpjackpub.com 


others from south of the border and even Mexico. All of these people contribute greatly 
to the growing success of our publication and we thank them all for their past support, 
not to mention the advertising assistance we anticipate in the years to come. 


I'd also like to extend a special thank you for the invaluable efforts of the ever- 
expanding team of writers, photographers, design 
and layout people, models, sales staff, editors, 
guest columnists and all others involved in 
producing this monthly publication. Although 
everyone involved is paid an honorarium for their 
contributions, more often than not their labours 
go far beyond the financial rewards. This loyal 
team of workers makes each issue possible for 
your reading enjoyment. 


On behalf of everyone at Outlooks, | would like 
to thank you, the readers, for your ongoing 
support and patronage of our advertisers. We 
look forward to our eighth year of publishing and 
hope you will join us as we keep “chipping away” 
at not only our own future, but also part of the 

future of equality in Canada’s 


With “inspiration” like this GLBT community. W 


we can go for years! 


Publisher’s Note: 


On Friday February | 3th, 2004, we received a call from the Prime 
Minister's office on Parliament Hill thanking us for the huge amount of pink 
roses sent to The Right and Honourable Paul Martin. This symbol of gay love 
was probably the brightest moment of a week that focused on scandal and 
misuse of public tax dollars. We thank all of our readers who took the time 
and invested the money to make this statement to Prime Minister Martin. It 
did not go unnoticed! 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


Moving gaily forward 


By David Crosson 


A couple of days into 2004, on a bitterly 
| cold Sunday afternoon, a few of us holed up 
| at publisher Heale’s house for a mini edito- 
} rial retreat. Well-stocked with bizarre and 
delicious cheeses, wild boar paté and a 


posession 
4 
i 
' 
| 
| “cuddly” Merlot (we could easily have been 
' writing a book on how to build and maintain 
| a matronly physique), the group of us settled 
| in to review the latest round of reader 
| surveys gathered in the fall. We had, of 
course, run over the submissions in a less 
intense fashion earlier, in order to run the 
reader profile information in our December 
2003 issue. This particular session was 
dedicated to looking at the “bigger picture” 
of reader response, particularly where 


comments were concerned. 


For the first time in our (now) seven-year history, the entire survey was available on 
our website and could be e-filed directly to outlooks.ca’s webmaster. The decision to do 
this was a wise one, | think, as it not only streamlined the process for many people, it also 
helped us to see that we have two very distinct demographic groups within our reader- 
ship. Not surprisingly we found that many, but not all, of our online respondents fell into 
the twenty-six to thirty-five age bracket, while those who submitted their responses in 
hard copy by post occupied the thirty-six to forty-five range. The split between the two 
was almost exactly fifty-fifty, an interesting ratio given the ease and accessibility of filling 
out the survey online. 


Though some of the needs and wants of our readers differed (sometimes greatly) from 
age group to age group, in reading the comments submitted one thing became abundantly 
clear: from coast-to-coast people are finally:“getting’” what we're up to. 


At that point in early January, with a fresh year and another anniversary ahead of us, it 
was encouraging to see that the vast majority of people were not only recognizing what 
we're working towards with this publication, but also encouraging it. This year’s survey, 
I’m happy to report, resulted in the greatest number of truly national responses, with 
reader feedback submitted by people from all regions of the country— Victoria to St. 
John’s and everywhere in-between. 


As always, there were many requests for Outpost stories in cities not currently 
covered by our network of contributors, and rest assured we are working diligently at 
developing new markets throughout the country. On our wish list for Outpost cities to 
be added this year are: Victoria, Saskatoon, Regina, Ottawa, Halifax/Dartmouth, St. John’s 
and Charlottetown. Given the size of some of these centres and the limitations of edito- 
rial space, we know that these newer Outposts could not run on a monthly basis in every 
issue. However, if you think you or someone you know might be able to help us out with 
reports from these cities on even a quarterly basis, please contact me directly by e-mail 
at editor@outlooks.ca. Please be sure to provide one or two unedited samples of your 
writing, along with a query letter, should you decide to “step up to the plate”. 


Based on some of the responses we received this past survey season, | am pleased to 
announce two new features that will help showcase the high-calibre creative talent that 
exists in Canada’s GLBT community:“Focus” and “Framed”. Focus will turn the spotlight 
on photographers both established and emerging, while Framed will feature the work of 
Canadian artists in a variety of media. Our first Focus layout, located on page 29 of this 
issue, features the work of Calgary-based Sarith Dy. Be sure to keep an eye open for 
both of these new items in future issues of Outlooks, as well as Don’t You Wish submis- 
sions from across the country (check out our Halifax guy on page 30) and increased 
editorial in the areas of food, fashion, sport, spirituality and creative writing. 


For those of you with a hands-on interest in the last area | mentioned, please turn to 
page 26 to see how you can become involved with the second edition of our RSVP 
writing competition, which not only offers you a chance to get your work out into the 
public eye, but also a crack at a cash prize of CDN$1,000. 


In closing, on behalf of everyone at Outlooks, I'd like to take this opportunity to thank 
all those readers who responded to our survey with such thorough and thoughtful 
feedback; we hope the changes that you see over the next year are to your liking. W 
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Minority rules? 


By John Coulbourn 


Paul Martin, it appears, is currently hoisted on his own petard—and |, for one, am 
thoroughly enjoying the view. 

Flash back to a mere month ago, when our newly annointed and boundlessly annoying 
prime minister was enjoying such a degree of popularity that he didn’t have to worry his 
silly little head about the gay vote. 


Or, at least, he thought he didn’t, judging from his behaviour. 


Instead, worried that it might become an election issue, he’d effectively put the same- 
sex marriage matter on the back burner by amending the questions before the Supreme 
Court, effectively ensuring that he could hide behind the claim that he couldn’t comment 
on anything that was before the courts until he was safely elected to the office he now 
holds by inheritance. 


Further, he'd decided, in his boundless wisdom, to appeal the court decision awarding 
survivor benefits to the partners of gays and lesbians who had the temerity to die before 
their government was forced to recognize their full citizenship, not to mention their 
surviving partners’ humanity. 


We in the gay community might have been able to forgive him for the first move, | 
suppose, particularly if he'd offered any sort of reassurance that the issue of same sex 
marriage had more than his barely grudging support, had it not been for the second. 


Yup, that second was nothing short of a slap up along side the head to our commu- 
nity’s widows and children, if you will, and, to many of us, it was the final straw. 


But Martin wasn’t worried. 


If Canada’s gay community didn’t like it, well, tough noogies. We could move our vote 
anytime we liked and Martin was enjoying such a boundless plurality that he would get 
elected anyway. Martin was so mammothly unconcerned, in fact, that when the Toronto 
Star suggested that maybe the Liberal Party was wavering in its support of same-sex 
unions, Martin himself never even bothered to deny it. 


Instead, he dispatched his henchman, Foreign Affairs Minister Bill Graham (who just 
happens to represent the largest gay riding in Canada), to do the denying for him. 


Martin’s decision to expand the questions before the Supreme Court was merely, 
Graham insisted, “...a means to educate and evolve public opinion,” according to the 
good folks at the Star. 


One month later, one wonders if Martin might be a little less cavalier about the gay 
vote if he had to do it all over again. 


Faced with polls that suggest he'll be damn lucky to hold onto his job by heading up a 
minority government, | suspect that a loyal gay vote might be a lot more attractive to the 
man at the helm now. 


It is, after all, precisely in tight situations like this, that the gay vote can suddenly 
become very, very important—and if you doubt it, simply ask Joe Clark. 


And frankly, it’s going to take a lot more than the word of a highly placed cabinet flunky 
to lure this gay vote back to the Liberal fold as long as Paul Martin is running the show. 


What I’m looking for now is a liberal leader—and a prime minister—who is willing, 
even determined to lead and not merely follow instructions like some sort of hopped up 
parade marshal content to cleave to the route already set out for him. 


What this whole issue of same-sex rights needs (and what it has needed all along) has 
been leadership—a strong voice that says simply and clearly that Canada is a nation of 
equals and we are not prepared to be anything less. And frankly Martin seems even less 
willing to speak out than Chrétien, contenting himself instead to wait to be guided by his 
back bench, by the courts, by everything it seems but a sense of fairness. You want to 
educate and evolve public opinion, Mr. Martin, speak out and don't leave it to the courts. 


Until Martin wakes up, Jack Layton is looking mighty good to me, at least as a place to 
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park my vote. For, while Layton may never be able to gather enough votes to become 
prime minister, he can, | believe, with the backing of the gay community get enough power 
to make a man of principal out of our lily-livered Mr. Martin by forcing him to do the right 
thing. 

In the end, it looks to me like the only way to make a man out of Paul Martin is to put 


him in a minority government bed with Jack Layton—and you know, we're just the voters 
todoit. W 


John Coulbourn is a native Albertan who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto, where he covers performing arts for the Toronto 
Sun. 
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POLITICS 


Politics in every direction 


By Lorne Bradley Neudorf 


When Members of Parliament jump from one party to another at a frenzied pace, it’s 
clear that Canada’s political face is undergoing a drastic change. Conservatives have 
abandoned their new party in favour of the Liberals, while Liberals are being openly 
courted by New Democrats. Several disillusioned MPs have quit their parties altogether 
to sit independently until the next election. Liberals are seen as becoming more conser- 
vative, New Democrats are appealing to left-of-centre voters and Conservatives are 
struggling to find their identity in the political spectrum. As Canadians head toward 
another federal election under a new prime minister, political parties are redefining 
themselves to offer a fresh perspective to the electorate. 


Several factors can be credited as the mechanism of this considerable shift in federal 
politics. Most significantly, the change of leadership in the Liberal camp has resulted in a 
swift reaction by all political parties. Paul Martin has focused on contrasting his new 
government from that of his predecessor, Jean Chrétien. As the governing party realigns 
itself to follow a new direction, those in opposition naturally reassess their strengths and 
opportunities in an attempt to increase their appeal to voters. For instance, Martin's 
more conservative fiscal policies have caused the New Democrats to move closer to the 
former Liberal position, hoping to claim those Liberals unimpressed with these changes. 


Martin’s increasingly conservative direction presents a unique dilemma for the 
Conservative Party. As the Liberals take over more of the official opposition’s fiscal 
policies, Conservative Party members must ask themselves a fundamental question: 
should they stay focused on their traditional policies with the danger of becoming irrele- 
vant, or move further to the right and risk alienating progressives within the party? 
Ultimately, this question will be answered by party members when the new Conservative 
leader is selected in March. 


Stephen Harper is seen as the candidate who will solidify the party’s position on the 
far right. As the former leader of the Canadian Alliance, Harper would more than likely 
dishearten many former Progressive Conservative Party members. In contrast, Belinda 
Stronach is more moderate and may find her policies overlapping with those of the 
current government. Stronach’s leadership would mean that no federal party would 
officially oppose same-sex marriage legislation. Tony Clement, the third leadership candi- 
date, has offered creative ideas but it remains to be seen if his campaign can resonate with 
the membership base. 


The last major opposition party has also found itself facing changes, but for different 
reasons. Recently considered in decay and without a clear purpose, the Bloc Québécois 
has suddenly surged in the polls due to Liberal Premier Jean Charest’s unpopularity. The 
Liberals were hoping to increase the party’s seat tally in Martin’s backyard, but expecta- 
tions have been lowered as the Bloc capitalizes on the association of the premier and 
prime minister. 


Martin’s aggressive leadership style is also stirring the political waters. While Chrétien 
took a “wait and see” approach on most issues, Martin tends to confront them head-on. 
This leadership style is more dynamic than stable and creates many opportunities for 
change in government policy and direction. When his party is maligned by reports of 
financial mismanagement, Martin speaks openly and frankly about his feelings. As a result 
of this, opposition parties have started operating in attack-mode, hoping to pin the prime 
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minister. Conservative leadership candidates have made a competitive game of seeing 
who can deliver the most vicious attacks on the government. On the other end of the 
spectrum, the New Democratic Party website is overflowing with disparaging attacks on 
the prime minister. However, opposition parties should take caution at the potential 
fallout from negative campaigning. A platform of blame is generally unattractive to 
Canadians. It is easy to point fingers, but difficult to develop effective policies that offer 
voters a real choice. 


Paul Martin’s Liberals will run on a platform of economic success and the possibility of 
opportunity for Canada under a new prime minister. Liberals will certainly be forced to 
fend off opposition attacks on various issues; however, most political experts agree that 
the party will be returned to government in the next federal election. It will be inter- 
esting to see where the opposition forces finally settle on the political spectrum. Throw 
some unknown variables into the mix—as politics is sure to do—and we are about to 
experience a very exciting time in federal politics. W 
Lorne Bradley Neudorf works for an international development organization, and is a 
Liberal nomination contestant in the federal riding of Calgary North Centre. 
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FUNDRAISER : 4OUSE FUNDRAISER 
MONEY-PENNIES 


LET”S BOWL 


Sir Richard the Big-hearted 
Dr. Richard Denney, the event 
organizer, works the ticket table 


for the auction 


Having a Ball...and Pins... and Special Shoes... 


Flashing “strike quality” smiles at the camera are (from 


left) Gloria, Kat, Cora, Laura and Terry. 


Slow Lane 


Kevin, Lisa and Sandy take time out 


to rest between games. 


i aon 
Chick { 
Financial sorceress Colleen 


They Get a Round Rocker 


Get it? Allan, Leslie and 
Al, with the object of their 
affection. 


Hanna with an auction 


item—who knew a lesbian 


would be so thrilled by knobs?! hers or 


Items for the raffle-style silent auction 


Eye. Ball 
Sandy gets ready to knock 
‘em dead... the pins, that is. 


TATTOO & ART SHOW 
THE WESTIN HOTEL 


CHEQUE PRESENTATION 
OUTLOOKS MILLENNIUM COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION OFFICES 


Once Again, with VIGOR... 
OMCF Treasurer Colleen Hanna 
presents Jane Oxenbury with a 
$1,000 cheque to assist in 

% promoting her same-sex domestic 


Down in Ink violence program. 
Arthouse diva Sondra, ready 


for anything in her booth. 


Look What—Or Who—! Found! 5LCSA SCAVENGER HUNT 
(Left) Kalyn and Michelle prepare to 
OLD ‘Y’ BUILDING 


scavenge... 


ae gs ieee 
The Night Nurse? : : e 
Seven feet of 
“Florence 
Nightmare” action in 


the ballroom. 


Planning an event in Calgary? 
Contact Kevin or Cap at 
(403) 228-1157 
and we'll see about covering 
it in Out & About. 
Photos By: Outlooks Staff 


Maybe It Should Be Called the We’re All OK—How ’bout You? 
“Boobie Shop” ——~ : (From left) Tony, Trevor, Sean, and Adrienne, ready to 
Barbie’s Shop proprietor Barbie (natch) roll... 

and pal Sarah, displaying their “wares”. 


CALGARY EAGLE 


BAR & GRILL 


424a 8th Ave SE, 
Calgary, Alberta, Phone (403) 263-5847 


www. calgaryeagle.com 
10 March 2004 OUTLOEQKS 


Get it all @ www.outl 


¢ AJAC Award 


AYAC Winners 2004! 
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INTERVIEW 


Getting a rise out of voters 


By David Crosson 


Even before he assumed his role as leader of the New Democrat Party, many people knew 
of Jack Layton’s honest and unwavering support of Canada’s GLBT community. In an exclusive 
2003 interview, Layton told Outlooks that, were he in power, he would “move proactively to 
establish the full citizenship and opportunities for gays, lesbians, bisexuals and the transgen- 
dered”. Always the party of the socially 
conscious, the NDP is enjoying more 
widespread support than ever before, partic- 
ularly in light of the federal Liberals apparent 
move to the right and the sponsorship 
scandal that will likely haunt them for years 
to With a_ spring election 
looming—or possibly not—Outlooks caught 
up with Jack Layton to get his take on the 
current state of politics in Canada. 


come. 


Outlooks: | suppose there’s no point now 
in crying over spent millions, so has the 
recent Liberal scandal been a boon to you in 
a way? Has it helped to strengthen the 
perception of the NDP as a viable political 
option? 

Layton:Well, it’s sad that such a scandal a SS 
has happened in the first place, because it pp Leader Jack Cae 
diminishes our political system as a whole 
and diverts us from all the issues that people need to have addressed. Whether it’s healthcare 
or the environment or investing in our cities, all these things take a back seat because of this 
mess. Secondly, | think it just shows Canadians that the Liberal Party has become so enmeshed 
with its corporate buddies that it can’t distinguish the public good from the private benefits 
anymore. And that tends to be what happens when you've been around for so many terms. | 
think it’s time for them to be held accountable; | mean, we've seen this sort of practice. We saw 
it with Mulroney and then it segued right into the Martin-Chrétien era—when [Martin] was 
finance minister for a decade—right on through into his role now as prime minister. | think 
there’s a door opening up here, and people are going to say “Blow some fresh air into this 
place—et’s clean house!” | think that’s why people are turning to us more and more. 


Outlooks: | understand that with the Liberals moving more towards the right, there has been 
a groundswell of support for the NDP particularly in British Columbia and Ontario—how are 
you handling this sudden, and some might say reactionary, increase in popularity? 


Layton: First of all, we're welcoming it! People are certainly coming in increasing numbers 
to ndp.ca and joining the party, which is great. We now have up to 100,000 members, which is 
double what we were when the leadership started out. It’s a growing movement and that's a 
terrific thing. Secondly, we're finding that support is not just increasing in B.C. and Ontario, but 
we're at a really good level in Saskatchewan, Manitoba and, if | may say so,inAlberta! In Québec, 
we're finally being recognized; the NDP was virtually non-existent in Québec for three elections 
and so it’s been a rebuilding process. More recent polls have shown us in double digits 
there—ten or eleven percent—which we haven't seen since the Ed Broadbent days. And, of 
course, Ed Broadbent coming back to be a part of our team is great; I’m really thrilled that he 
accepted my invitation because he’s a highly respected Canadian statesman. To have him back 
on board is really helping. We have all kinds of younger candidates, too; it’s not just the elder 
statespeople but there’s all kinds of new energy and enthusiasm as well. 


Outlooks: Much has been made of potential Liberal jumps to the NDP—Sheila Copps being 
the subject of much speculation, for one. Also, Hedy Fry is being challenged in her riding of 
Vancouver Centre, and | know there's a very strong connection between Svend Robinson and 
her, particularly on the issue of same-sex marriage. Do you think that the Liberal Party is no 
longer as liberal as some of these key players would like it to be? 


Layton:Well, the Liberal Party has really taken quite a sharp turn to the right under Martin. 
He’s purged, one way or another, some of the slightly more progressive voices that were there 
in the former cabinet, for instance. His first announcements were “Let's do missile defense/Star 
Wars with Bush” and “Let’s come through with a corporate tax cut—in the billions of 
dollars—for our friends”. These were his first choices. It's a very conservative agenda and | 
have been saying that we essentially have a conservative heading up the Liberal Party. The table 
is set now for a progressive alternative to be out there. Of course, the Conservatives dropped 
the word “progressive”; they don’t want to be thought of as progressive at all. They also seem 
to be looking to bring a CEO in to run their company/party—Belinda Stronach—and so you'll 
have two CEOs running for prime minister, and we'll be the party that isn’t putting forth a CEO 
12 
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to be prime minister! We'll be offering someone with some community roots—maybe that'll 
be attractive to people. [Laughs] 


Outlooks: Do you think that the Conservative Party is a viable option now, given the disil- 
lusionment people have with the federal Liberals? 


Layton: Oh, | think it’s too conservative, to some degree. But it’s also a party that’s so close 
to the Martin Liberals in policy that | suppose they'll try to portray themselves as the party 
that’s not caught up with scandal. You can have the same policies without the scandal by going 
over to the Tories. We actually think we should have different policies altogether, rather than 
just being the “scandal-free right-wing party’! Besides, does anyone think they'll be much 
different? Has everyone forgotten Brian Mulroney already? This new united Conservative 
Party is not even back to the level of the Progressive Conservatives and the Alliance when they 
were separate! Our hope is to really present a genuine alternative to the issues, particularly 
on some of the social, economic and environmental issues. We're the party that’s very clear on 
same-sex marriage, very clear on issues relevant to war and peace, clear on corporate tax cuts 
and healthcare funding and so on. | think people are going to have a real choice this time and 
I'm very excited about candidates that are coming together—were getting some really high- 
calibre people coming forward and that’s going to help, too. 


Outlooks: Do you think in a democracy that cultural mores should be a matter of majority 
rules? 


Layton: Well, we fought hard to have a vote in the House of Commons on the [then- 
Alliance] Conservative Party motion to define marriage as only between a man and a woman. 
It lost on a tie vote, which | thought was very powerful. | was very proud that our party took 
the position that, because it was a human rights issue, it was an issue of principle. All of our 
party members in the house were asked not to oppose our position—even though there's 
been some division in the past—and sure enough, the members who went in voted the correct 
way and the couple of members who were concerned stayed out. The result was that we 
ended up with a tie vote—which is just the beginning. | know that as we recruit more and 
more good candidates and win more seats things will evolve. Everybody knows where our 
party stands, and all the candidates on the team now are people who support same-sex 
marriage. We will have a lot more seats in the House of Commons in the next election—who 
knows how many more, but lots. 


Outlooks: Do you think the Liberals are heading towards a minority government? 


Layton:You know, it’s way too early to say because things are in such flux right now. We're 
steadily rising—a point or so every month. If we keep this pace up we could be in government 
within about a year [Laughs], so we're try to be prepared for that by laying out good programs 
and policy ideas for people to consider. They seem, by and large, to be reacting in a positive 
Way. 

Outlooks:There’s some question as to when an election will be called—do you think a later 
election would be beneficial based on the NDP's growth right now? 


Layton: | don’t think so, because we 
ant that election to happen soon. 
We're ready for it, our candidates are 
coming into place and we think the 
Canadian people want to vote on Paul 
Martin and the Liberals— think they 
have some strong opinions on them 
-« right now! [Laughs] I'd like to see it 

__ happen soon, and I'd also like to see a 
ll exposé of all the scandal business 
Awith the sponsorship program—but 
that should be done quickly. It shouldn’t 
drag out— read in Le Devoir that it 
could take up to a year and that 
would be terrible. 


sid 1 al x : 


N Layton (centre) with his wife and 
Svend Robinson at Toronto Pride 2003 


Outlooks: Do you have a message like to send to all the GLBT people who have previously 
voted Liberal? 


Layton:Well, the first thing is that their party is abandoning them. Real liberals in the Liberal 
Party are being abandoned by Paul Martin’s corporate drift away from Canadian values, which 
is that we deal with things as a community; we're not just a bunch of individuals and businesses 
functioning in an economy. We function in communities, so it’s time to invest in those commu- 
nities. We had ten years of a government telling us we can’t build things, that we can only 
dismantle, take apart, downsize and privatize. | just feel there’s a strong impulse beginning to 
develop. | know a lot of people who voted Liberal in the past that feel this way. We're inviting 
them to come and join us. | also feel very strongly about Canadian sovereignty in the context 
of our trade deals; we've just been buffeted by these Bush trade policies and we think that’s got 
to change. And let’s put the brakes on this tax cut to the corporate sector and well-to-do. Let's 
start investing in our school systems, our colleges and universities, where students have these 
huge debts. Let’s invest in our cities—whether its public transit, affordable housing, environ- 
mental infrastructure, child care centres—we've got to get those investments on the go. | think 
there’s a real excitement among Canadians about what we can build together W 


SPRINGING UP SOON! 


Exceptional Garden Design, Execution and Maintenance 


Expertise Tailored to Calgary's Unique and Challenging Climate 


MLA, Ednenitors itt Creek 
AR74185 


Message from Minister Gene Zwozdesky 


As Minister of Alberta Community Development, I extend my congratulations to 
Outlooks. For the past seven years, your magazine has distinguished itself as a valuable 
forum for news, entertainment and information of interest to the gay and lesbian 
community. 


The success of your magazine is a testament to the hard work and talent that are invested 
into its publication, and one has only to look at your national circulation to see your 
impact and reach across the country. Through your commitment and your creativity, you 
have developed a magazine that has become an important information source for many 
people in Alberta and across Canada—congratulations! 


Please accept my best wishes on this milestone, and for continued success in your 
publication endeavours. 


Gone brs de ashy 

Ca 
Gene Zwozdesky ee 
Minister of Community Development 
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Celebrating Seasons 


On a darkened stage, the show begins. Dancers appear, their costumes bright; the 
music pounds and the energy is electric. The show is incredible. Add to that the cocktail 
and food stations set up around the various levels of the lobby of the Jack Singer 
concert hall and suddenly it’s the best night out you've had in months. 


Welcome to Calgary Cares. 


Every year, AIDS Calgary hosts this, their largest benefit and the most creative | 
and outrageous gala event in town. In fact, for the past three years in a row, the 
readers of FFWD magazine have rated it the number-one fundraising event in 
Calgary. This past spring, the 2002 show was recognized at the Canadian Events 
Industry Awards Gala in Toronto as the “Best Event for a Charitable Organization 
in Canada”—no small feat. In January of this year, the 2003 show was awarded 
the “Best Theatrical Entertainment Production Worldwide”, beating out | 
hundreds of other nominees from around the globe, officially making Calgary | 
Cares the most outrageous and fantastic event in the world among the compe- 
tition. 

The theme of this year’s event, to be held on March 27th, is “Seasons”—and | 
we can expect great things from the event organizers. Jocelyn Flanagan, from | 
E=MC2 Event Management, is the Production Chair of Calgary Cares. It’s her | 
job to see that the stage show goes off without a hitch, and she promises a great” 
show. 


“As always, it’s the fusion of dance and fashion,” she says, “a lot of high-energy.” This 
year's show will feature a live vocalist as well. “It’s playing with the senses, and it’s playing 
with the emotions. The sights, the smells and the sounds of each season.” Without giving 
too much away, she promises everything from umbrellas and bare feet to Ice Queens and 
Chinooks. 


Volunteers are another integral part of the show’s success, and last year saw around 
300 volunteers at the event. This year, organizers are trying to downsize to approximately 
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200 (not including dancers and models) by using existing volunteers more efficiently in 
order to leave more room for patrons to party after the show. While they are expecting 
about seventy-five dancers and models on stage, about fifty volunteers will manage the 
front of the house. Backstage, counting stage hands, stylists, costumers and makeup 
artists, the number comes close to one hundred and fifty “invisible” volunteers that help 
the show go on. 


Rosy Ly, owner of downtown Calgary’s Evolution Hair Studio, was one of the stylists 
who helped with last year’s models. “It was so much fun,” she recalls. “You get to meet 
all types of people, and learn new things from a fashion aspect.” She remembers starting 
the day very a and partying at the event well into the night. “It was a lot of work,” 

; 7 she said. “But it’s really 
rewarding when you get 
to see it all on stage.” 


The Event Group’s 
Jim Button is the Event 
| Chair of Calgary Cares. 
He is there to ensure 
the entire night runs 
smoothly, especially the 
| food and drink aspects 
| of the event. He tells us 
|that this year, event- 
| goers can expect a few 
changes. 


“One of the _ big 
| differences that we're 
' going to do this year is 
that Sorrenti’s is going to do all the food. One of 
the big challenges that we've always had with this 
event is that it gets so crowded, resulting in long line-ups. What Sorrenti’s has offered to 
do is create four stations with an additional fifteen volunteers serving trays of food.” 


Red-hot action: a glimpse of Calgary 
Cares 2003 


This year they also plan to institute a drink ticket system in order to reduce the waste 
that they encountered in previous years, which resulted in alcohol running out. When 
cleaning up, they often found many three-quarters-full drinks abandoned. They’re hoping 
that this new system will help people to become a little more responsible and will allow 
them to stretch their supply further. All of the alcohol is donated, and if it runs out before 
the evening’s close it can be a painful scenario. Button says that all attendees will receive 
five drink tickets to start, and that any drink afterwards will cost a toonie. 


Sponsorship is another challenge that Button deals with. For a show that has won so 
many awards and has such international recognition, he is amazed that corporate 
sponsorship hasn't increased incrementally. As usual, the core sponsors remain MAC, 
Smed International and Trojan, with drink sponsors Big Rock, Canyon Road and Bacardi. 
This year, American Airlines donated four flights as prizes to be bid upon in the silent 
auction. As well, the event receives a great deal of media support. Ambush Advertising 
Group is a big supporter, developing all of the event’s marketing materials. 


Button is keen to point out that this is one of those wild and edgy events that pushes 
the limits of acceptability in conservative Calgary. “We're really happy about the fact that 
we'll make’this the most cosmopolitan event in town. We know we pushed the envelope 
last year, and we'll do it again this year in a different way and that's an exciting thing for 


” 


us. 


Flanagan echoes Button’s sentiments when she tells us that the stage show will be 
pushing the envelope—with fewer clothes! 


Last year’s event raised nearly $180,000; this year, organizers are hoping to top that 
amount. Calgary Cares is AIDS Calgary’s largest benefit all year, helping them fund all of 
their programs. Katherine Morton, outgoing Director of Communications and 
Development for AIDS Calgary, points out that all monies raised at this event stay within 
the community. In addition to funding prevention education, the funds go to help all 
people in Calgary living with HIV/AlDS—including people living on the street, gay men, 
straight women and the aboriginal community. 


Both Morton and Button want people to be aware of the ticket programs that Calgary 
Cares is running. They are offering a special incentive on group tickets, where people who 
sell ten tickets receive an eleventh free. Morton also asks that people bring money to 
the event for more fundraising opportunities, including the silent auction, where there are 
many fantastic prizes up for grabs. 


The event sells out yearly, so organizers advise buying tickets in advance. For more 
information on either group or individual tickets,contact AIDS Calgary at (403) 508-2500, 
or the Calgary Cares hotline at (403) 541-9255. 
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ANOTHER 
LOVE SONG SHOW 
GIO’s 


Ray Banned, Banned? 
Ray was having girlfriend 
issues—but what would a day of 
sunshine be without Ray? 


Taking Our Lix 
Red-hot diva Lixi Coxxx 
steams up the stage with a 


Tina Turner classic 


FASHION SHOW 
CLUB DESIRE 


| An Impressive Bust 

Basket, too, apparently! A buxom 
model is taken into custody—it 
seems that crime does pay 
sometimes! 


Cheeky Monkey! 

A price-conscious model 
shows us that pants are 
even better when theyre 
“half-off”. A bargain at 
any price! 


Crop, In the Name of Love 
Sam gets a quick hug from one of the 
models at the end of a very successful 


show. 


CLOTHING FRAGRANCES 
GIFTS JEWELLERY 
MUSIC PRIDE ITEMS 


SEX AIDS SOUVENIRS 
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And Brought to You By the Letter Y 
Breyanna Burlesue dazzles her crowd with 
her mastery of the alphabet. 


GRAND OPENING 
CLUB DESIRE 


Municipal Red Tape? 
Nope—and more fun than a budget cut. 
Mayor Glen Murray (second from right) helps 


Fire ‘n’ Ice 


the owners and managers launch their new 

Sam and Beverly should watch out 
venture 

for that ice sculpture melting from 

all the heat the club has generated 


in the community. 


Watch It, Pal—I’m 

Dangerous! 

Dani puts a friendly face on the 4 
" issue of door security with her 

mega-watt smile. 


THIS FEATURE 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY 


interactive: 
male” 


IN TORONTO: 
1-416-915-4545 


NFUL INDULGENCES SHOW 
GI's : = 


Warm Heart? 

Jiminy Lickit displays a sweet treat 
made with—among other 
ingredients—you, me, a little Martha 
Stewart and some prison bars. It 
was a good thing. 


: 
Well, It’s a Dirty Shade of 
White 

The divine Phil Thee shows us all 
how to be a perfect angel... 
Wait—that's no fun! 


Planning an event in Winnipeg? 
Contact Brent at 
(204) 789-9215 and he'll see 
about covering it in Out & About. 
All photos by Brent Y. 


4 ‘at Cast Out 
A bevy of Valentine red hots, post-performance. 
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Mellow vibes will guide our every move this March when a Pride parade of Piscean 
planets will flow, ebb and pulsate through the cosmos. Are you coming out like a lion or 
a lamb? All bets will be off when Jupiter makes your every move a blockbuster. March 
forth and keep ‘em guessing, sweetheart. 


There are very few times when anyone can tell a proud Ram what to do. Okay, let’s 
face it; there are no times! This March will be no exception to the rule as a cluster of 
personal planets in Pisces will oppose Jupiter—all Wilde, intuitive ideas about what will 
work best on the job will go kerplunk like a lead balloon. Early retirement anyone? Well, 
how about unemployment? 


March has the potential to shape up to be a dandy month, at least as far as all these 
delusional planets in Pisces are concerned. Queer Bulls will be surrounded by jolly pals 
who appear to be ready for everything and anything. Party on, compadre, and use the time 
well. At the rate you'll be going, by April you could be a dissipated stale rag! That is, if 
you're lucky. 


sEMINI (MA 2 - JUNE 


You envision yourself sitting in your executive suite, feet up on the desk and bossing 
undeserving underlings around. This daydream will soon to be over, pink Twin. You'll begin 
to question all facets of your life this March and, by the 31st, you'll be happy to mull your 
fate from the comfort of your living room couch. Missing the corporate boat? 
Nevermind. Who wants to paddle upstream anyway? 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 


Pink Crabs will have the “gift of glib” when planets in Pisces jostle Jupiter throughout 
March. You'll charm just about anyone and find a way of making your point to prod any 
international issue. Anyone we know? But before you go around the world in eighty ways, 
be sure that your advertising message delivers on the promise. Is there truth in adver- 
tising? Oh, c’mon—let's try! 

LEO (JULY 24 -AUGUST 23) 


Proud Lions have a reputation for extravagance and generosity. Good thing too; March 
will have you spending to the hilt as you dip into various pools of resources to get the ball 
rolling. A plethora of planets in Pisces will oppose Jupiter through the month and unleash 
a wave of great need that has to be sated no matter who foots the bill. Does money buy 
happiness? You bet it does! 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 


Who has that aura? That supernova? That shining light around which all lesser planets 
orbit? It’s hard to believe that we're talking about you, gay Virgo, but we are. At least that’s 
what we will continue to believe until all these personal planets in Pisces move on mid- 
month and return you to that “sensible shoe” state that is your wont. Don’t you ‘wont’ 
more?! 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 


If all these planets in Pisces will teach you anything this March, it will be to find harmony, 
balance and satisfaction in your work. Jupiter will chaff at the thought that most of your 
waking day is spent on useless, mind-numbing tasks. Don’t be resigned to playing the 
lackey to every Scrooge who deigns to hand over a paycheque. You deserve more than a 
“tiny tim” at the end of the day. 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 2 


We have uncovered evidence that proud Scorps are capable of a rollicking good time 
this March. You'll seem to know intuitively what will spark the party scene. Many planets 
in Pisces will conspire to lead you into delicious temptation with a motley crew of pals, 
acquaintances and assorted hangers-on. What mischief will you manage to create? Should 
we dust you for fingerprints? 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV BER 22) 


What happens when your home life obligations oppose those of your career? Expect 
to find out when planets in Pisces form an opposition to Jupiter through March. Gay 
Archers will feel pulled in two directions and may be forced to make some difficult 
decisions and compromises. It may be necessary to step off the fast track and bolster 
your foundation to avoid being roadkill. 


APRI RN 


March will be the month to make yourself heard loud and queer. Pink Caps are often 
too politically astute to call it as they see it and it is rare that they feel free to express 
their honest, uncut opinion. But the combination of otherworldly Piscean energy and 
Jupiter pluck will move you into a new level of awareness and give you a Certain amount 
of protection. Wear plastic, just in case. 


>t 


Cool Aqueerians will feel a heated surge this March as a troop of planets in Pisces will 
converge with robust Jupiter. You'll be lucky in love, at least for the next four weeks, and 
will be tempted to revamp your entire world to keep the flame stoked. But remember 
that Pisces is dreamy, creamy and none-too-practical in affairs of the heart. Budget your 
emotions as well as your funds. 


Life will be all about you this March as a gaggle of Piscean planets stirs up your world 
and makes you feel like a star. Okay, maybe a short-term celebrity, but why quibble? 
Guppies can bask in the limelight and net more than a few admirers; by the end of this 
birthday month you may decide on one particular catch, Lucky Jupiter anticipates a June 
wedding... 


(c) 2004 MADAM LICHTENSTEIN, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment 
Purposes Only. Cruise for prescient horoscopes and insightful 
articles. Madam is the author of the highly acclaimed ‘“HerScopes;A Guide To Astrology 
For Lesbians” from Simon & Schuster. This book would have won the Pulitzer had the 
voting not been rigged. 
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OUTPOST WINNIPEG 


An “Out There” concept 


By Peter Carlyle-Gordge 


Gay men and lesbians bored or fed up with the bar scene often complain they have no 
healthy places to meet and socialize, but that certainly isn’t true in Winnipeg, where 
sporting groups thrive. You don’t have 
to be a keen, competitive sports type f= 
either. Back in July of 2002, a group of | 
concerned gay men and _ lesbians 
decided they needed a place to meet 
up for healthy recreation and sports. f~ 
The upshot was creation of a website | 
known as Out There Sports and f 
Recreation. 


The site is constantly updated and is 
a place where anyone with an interest | ~ 
in any activity from curling and cross 
country skiing to touch football and 
floor hockey can advertise their 
interest and find like-minded people 
who want to get together. The infor- 
mation is sent to a wide e-mail list and | 
those concerned can get in touch with } 


others to arrange meetings and events. Floor hockey action made possible, in 


One of the website founders is CBC part, by the Out There Sports and 
Radio technician Jeff Malcovish, a keen Recreation website 
floor hockey player. “A lot of people are 
into athletics and recreation but there was no central place where they could hook up 
and get organized,” he says. “In the past you had to run a print ad if you wanted to find 
like-minded people, but the Internet is the perfect answer. The website is a clearing house 
for many sports and we have a growing e-mail list of people who want to be kept 
informed.” 


Malcovish stresses that the website founders do not actually organize sports events, 
but provide a forum where people can make contact. They then have to make their own 
arrangements, publicizing them through the website. The contact list is now close to 200 
and new interests are constantly cropping up, including volleyball, ping pong, wall climbing, 
tennis, canoeing, hiking and snowboarding. 


Malcovish, a former bike racer, started his own floor hockey group by simply e-mailing 
a lot of his friends. “You need fourteen to eighteen people to create a game with two 
teams and we have a pool of about thirty,” he says. “Some can’t show up every week, but 
overall it’s worked out quite well.” 


Ryan Shultz and Margerit Roger were also pioneers in getting the sports site going. 
Roger, a mother of two twelve-year-olds, loves hiking in summer and cross-country skiing 
in winter. She says you needn't be a fit, sports fanatic to find something of interest and is 
quite clear that sporting groups aren’t a place to cruise and pick up partners. 


“It’s a good place to socialize and meet new friends who share similar interests,” she 
says. “We have a lot of fun and nothing is high pressure. To come hiking with us you don’t 
need fancy equipment or the most expensive hiking boots.” 


ANTI-AGING BREAKTHROUGH 
Better than “ge 
Botox?? 


Repair 
Existing 
arks sayeci-80 


Stretch 


Strivectin-SD for 
stretch marks 


* Intensive repair for stretch marks, 
* increased smooth surfaces. 
* increased skin thickness 
and firmness. 
* Significant measurable results 
in 93% of subjects tested, 
* Corrected irregularities in skin 
colouration. 


Strivectin-SD for wrinkles 


«Men and women are using it 
all accross North America. 

*Gets rid of fine lines, wrinkles 
and crows feet. 

*Thickens skin nearly 1.5 times faster 
than retinol, without inflammation. 

* Has been shown to reduce 10-15 
years off your appearance. 


100% Money 


Back Guarantee 
~ Significant visible results 
in 28 days...Guaranteed! 


FOR MORE INFORMATION AND A FREE BROCHURE CALL US TODAY! 
204-831-8653 « TOLL FREE 1-866-317-3350 «© WWW.MDCONSUMERENTERPRISE.COM 
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Roger says there has been a nice balance between males and females on their hiking 
trips and she usually takes her son and daughter on the outings. She thinks it’s socially 
healthy for her son and daughter to be exposed to gay men and lesbians and to see that 
they’re just normal people like anyone else. She also thinks it’s especially good for her 
son to have some male presence his life. 


“We're definitely not jocks and we have a lot of fun and are socially supportive of each 
other,” she says. ‘It’s great to meet like-minded people who enjoy the same things and it’s 
also great to be able to be totally out and not have to hide who you are, which you might 
do in a regular hiking group.” 


Roger says their hikes usually last two to three hours, but they have frequent rest 
stops, so you don’t have to be an athlete in tiptop shape to join in. Hikes have taken place 
so far in the Carberry desert area of Manitoba, around Pinawa, Manitoba, and in the Lake 
of the Woods district on the Manitoba/Ontario borders. 


“Usually we meet at a doughnut shop and we pool into a couple of cars to save on the 
gas,” she says. “It’s a great way to get exercise and meet friendly people from all walks of 
life while having fun.” 


She also notes that in a bar scene people often talk at a superficial level, whereas on 
long walks people chat about much more significant things, such as coming out experi- 
ences. For single parents it’s also a great way to educate children and overcome any kind 
of homophobia they may run into in school or in a wider society. 


The Out There website has a consolidated mailing list made up of all those provided 
by separate sports and recreation groups. Anyone can subscribe or unsubscribe and can 
post their own messages direct to the mailing list without first having to go to the owner 
of the list. Replies to any message go back to the original poster of a message and not 
to the entire mailing list. In that way, people can spontaneously organize their own events 
without having to get the list owner to post a message for them. 


The site also has links to other Canadian GLBT sports websites, including the Ottawa 
Gay Hockey Association, Apollo Calgary, the Gay and Lesbian Tennis Alliance and Q- 
Crew—Toronto’s Gay and Lesbian Rowing Team. 


Those interested in finding out more about this health-minded socializing can find the 
Out There website and its links at: www.gaycanada.com/outthere/ W 


Peter Carlyle-Gordge is a former Manitoba correspondent for Maclean’s and The Financial 
Post. He has written for most major magazines and newspapers in Canada as well as broad- 
casting on the national and international networks of CBC Radio. 


Paters : & Bar 


Call us at 263 - 7411 to check cmimasrts. 
Karaoke, Name That Tune, or Just Dance Dance. 
Something exciting every weekend! 


Saturday March 
Come Celebrate pee ste deuerren 
& All The Other Pisces 
March 17 
St Patty's Day 
36 Come celebrate a wee bit a the JYrish 
Wings & Green Beer 
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Dr. Richard Denney is pleased to advise that 
tthe Beswick Fundraiser was a great success. 
We raised 1097.00. Thank you to all Volunteers, 
Sponsors of the Silent Auction and Door Prize Donors 


March 21 
Levi Night 
Sponsored by Priape 
Come in and enter to win a pair 
of Levi 5011's compliments of Priape 


Happy 7th Anniversary Outlooks! 


Pool Tournaments & 
Happy Hour All Day Sunday 
1742 10th Ave. SW Calgary, Alberta 403-263-7411 


COMMUNITY GET-TOGETHER 
& RAINBOW LODGE 


out 


Taking the Cake... Or 
Is That Giving It? 
Bernie, Jim and Catherine 
with a big slab 0’ love. 


The Very Picture of Love 
Grant and Danny flash their 
pearly whites—you'll have to 

guess what they did right after...! 


Oh—Ya Got Me! 
Jayme seems taken aback by the camera’s 


flash—perhaps she needs a crash course in coping 
with the paparazzi. 


Planning an event in the Maritimes? 
Contact us at 
Toll Free 1-888-228-1157 and we'll see about 


covering it in Out & About. Stringing Us Along 
All photos by Jim Culbert-PEl. 


John livens things up with a bit of pickin’ and grinin’ 


THE WAREHOUSE 


401 Main Street West OPEN 24 HOURS 


Hamilton, Ontario 7 DAYS A WEEK 
(905) 523-7636 


F ke highway 403 and exit on Main Street 
urn Str pee is Poulette. Turn fight as 
park ‘and enter behind ; 
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RAINBOW | Hawaii. 
me ( G a An affordable paradise. 
VACATIONS wert get you 


800.387.1240 
rainbowhighvacations.com 


Message from His Worship 
Mayor Bill Smith 


Congratulations to Outlooks magazine as you celebrate seven years of publishing succes 


Since its early days as a small local publication, Outlooks’ circulation has almost doubled. This 
is testimony to your great work and ability to capture and maintain a loyal readership. 


On behalf of City Council and the citizens of Edmonton, I wish you all the best for continued 
success. 


Yours truly, 


mith 
Mayor 
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GENERAL LAW 
PRACTICE 


Services Include: 
Criminal, Civil & Family Litigation 
Business & Commercial Law 
Real Estate & Mortgages 
Wills & Estates 
Same-Sex Issues 
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CALGARY 


OFFICE OF THE MAYOR DAVE BRONCONNIER, MAYOR 


A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR DAVE BRONCONNIER 


BRUCE E. WALKER 
LAW OFFICE 


Congratulations to the staff of Outlooks magazine on your seventh year of publishing in 
Canada’s gay and lesbian community. 


Barristers & Solicitors 
Each year, Outlooks grows as a credible and national voice for a community that has Notaries Public 


not traditionally had a balanced and honest presence in mainstream media. 


Web Site: www.bwalkerlaw.com 
Email: bwalker@b walkerlaw.com 


(416) 961-7451 


Suite 205- 65 Wellesley St. East 
www. raytod d com Toronto, Ontario M4Y 1G7 


| am proud to see a Calgary initiative grow to national prominence in such a short time. 
The success of Outlooks is a reflection of the hard work and talent of the magazine's 
staff and publisher, and hopefully, of Calgary's efforts to be a more tolerant and 
inclusive city. 


| wish you many more years of growth and success. 


ave Bronconnier 
MAYOR 


South, #8069, Calgary, AB. Canada T2t ¥ 403.268.3622 F 4 


Prouelly serving a great city 


seel<Prestige = 
Residential Spring Clean Up 


Gold Package: Power rake grass, remove thatch and 
dispose, mow and trim grass, blowout 

leaves from beds, fertilizer application, 

aerate grass. 


Silver Package: Power rake grass, remove thatch  , : 
and dispose. mow and trim grass, < ae 
blow out leaves from beds, 
fertilizer application. 


Ss to serve you 
Summer Services 


Landscape Maintenance Contracts 

Landscape Installation é 

Tree and Shrub Prunning jo — anon eral os 
Landscape Up grades and Design Ed Ager its J any. ) edie, Aiberts 
Fertilization and Weed Control Phd 3 17 ~ Phone: 7aGa22- 1141 : ee bi uatsors bkes 
Herbicide and Pesticide Spraying oward i South Side _ -gleyden’s " Glenwood 


‘4 i ; ; i Westlawn Memorial Chapel Funeral Home Funeral Home 
Irrigation Installation and Maintenance 16840 Stony Plain Road 8310-104 Stiget * 4079 1st Street W. 52356R.R. 232 


= oe pce Soin Bere oe me a De wenane oe 
Call Aaron to book your Spring Clean Up: 403.280.54 Phoie: 760-484-5500 Phone: 76042,801 Phone: 403-625-3212 Phone: 780-467-397 
z Sis te 5 es MR 
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through our website (www.westerncup.com), where you'll find information about the 


IN THE NEWS 


LE 


sporting events. We've also made it easy for participants to register online. As well, it is 


a great source of information about our social events, which include a special Friday night 


The cup gears up 
ERN 


By Thomas Henchel, Apollo 


ST 


Apollo Calgary is pleased to 
_— present Western Cup XXII over 
 B the Easter Weekend, April 8-11, 
i 2004. The event has come a long way 
ae _ from its inception in 1981, when Apollo 

_ © Calgary extended an invitation to a similar 
| group in Edmonton to play volleyball in 

Calgary. 


. . As we prepare to gather for the 22nd consec- 
oc " utive year of Western Cup in Calgary, we thought it 
“Ey was important to reflect on the purpose of our annual 
gathering. Certainly it is a multi-sport invitational 
3 tournament, but when you consider Western Cup's 
v = roots, it is so much more. It has been the goal of Apollo 
Calgary to offer an atmosphere of fellowship and support 
through the media of sport and recreation. 


As gays and lesbians from around North America gather each year, we do so in the 
spirit of diversity, healthy competition, good sportsmanship and respect for one another. 
In doing so, we help to build a stronger community, which happens to be the theme for 
this year’s event. 


It has been the goal of this year’s organizing committee to freshen Western Cup's image 
and heighten awareness of the event. To this end, we now offer access to information 


Helge 
Ome 


REMEMBER A MONTH AGO WIHEN 
YOU WERE CRYIN’ OVER YOUR TOFU 
ABOUT HOW MOST ARTISTS Toit 
in OBSCURITY, AND NEVER FINC 
AN AUDIENCE Tile THEYRE DEAD -- 
(F AT ALL-~ AND HOW ALL You 
WANTED WAS JUST To CHANGE 
THE WORLD KTH YOUR ART, 


a TUST WISH © FELT MoRE 
SECURE ABOUT MY FUTURE, ER? 
ITS Not LiKe THERES some 
COMPANY OUT “THERE WATTING 
TO HIRE MEAS A SCULPTOR... 
IT WOULD BE GREAT IF £ 
DIONT HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT 
MONEY ~~ FZ Coup Just 


Here's TO FOUR LONG YEARS oF 
ART ScHoet. T COULON‘T HAVE GOTTEN 
THROUGH “EM UITTHOUT YA. 


THANKS, GRANOLA ~~ 
ME, NETHER. CHEExs! Ji 


ALLAN NEUWIRTH § 


Sy soins Annié 
At GRRL BAR 
TO CAEBSRATE... 


BESIDES, You KNow L -HATE 
REALITY sHows! THEY 
APPEAL To PEOPLES LOWEST, 
MOST VOYEURISTIC INSTINCTS 
AND “THERE'S NOTHING 
REMOTELY CREATIVE ABOUT 
HEM! t/o RATHER DIE 
THAN BE ON one oF THose!! 


L SUBMITTED THE TAPE 
To A REALITY TV SHOW 
AND THE PRODUCERS 
UKE You $0 MucH 


“TRUST... NO ONE WAS SUPPOSED TO 
SEE THAT “TAPE EXCEPT YOUR FILM 
CLASS. L GAVE YOu TOTAL ACCESS 
To MY LIFE -- EATING ... SLEEPING -.. 
SHOWERING...« 


REMEMBER “THAT DOCUMENTARY | 
I HADOA MAKE FOR FILM CLASS | 
ABOUT SOMEONE I KNEW, ANP 


YAU. THAT WAS THE 
SCENE THEY LIKED 


NO. THis is “AMERICAN HotTTiE ”! 
ALL YOu HAVE TO Do is PARADE 
AROUND IN A SPEEDO ON NATIONAL TV 
wHile A PANEL OF B- List CELEBS 
CRITIQUES EUERV ASPECT oF vouR Bopy! 


DoONtT YA see? “His SHIT iSNtT 
AN ENO IN ITSELF -- 11'S JUST A 
SPRINGBOARD. THAT PRIZE MONEY 
woutp GIVE You FREEDOM TO 
CREATE, AND THE SHan COULD 
GIVE YOU A FORUM “to SAY 
WHATEIER YOU WANT. 


OKAY, WHATEVER , 
MR. IDEALISM. MAYBE 
YOU'LL MAKE IT AS AN ARTIST 

YOUR WAY OR MAYBE NOT 
AW I KNoW S$, THE 
FINALISTS ON THESE SHOWS 
END uP WITH AGENTS, 
PRESS COVERAGE AND 


UU, HUH. So, WHAT 
Wie © HAVE To DO? 
Live INA House 
WITH [4 STRANGERS? 
GAT A BUCKET OF RAW 
Horse Téstictes? 


©7004 HANSON+ NELWIRTH 


party. Join us for an evening of Sip, Sing N’ Sin at Western Cup’s Viva Las Vegas Night in 
the Westin Hotel. Here you'll be able to sip your favourite beverage in the piano lounge, 
demonstrate your singing abilities on the karaoke stage and sin at the gambling tables in 
our casino. Of course, it wouldn’t be truly “Vegas” without a little wedding chapel for you 
to marry that special someone. Our social event roster also includes our signature 
soiree, the hottest dance of the season at our host hotel, The Westin Calgary. 


Apollo is pleased to be working in conjunction with Outlooks in the promotion of this 
major event. We invite you to join us this Easter Weekend for an experience that will 
foster new friendships and give us all a chance to celebrate our stronger community. W 


LIVE THE 
MANIFESTO 


EAT + DRINK /— 
520 17th AVE SW 
Ph.403.229.1986 


1)o you want a relationship based on 


LOVE AND RESPECT 
FEAR AND OBLIGATION? 


V.LG.G.R.’s Survey (2003) suggests that 41% 
of men have experienced or perpetrated acts 
of violence in their same-sex relationships. 


26% of these called friends for advice. 
You may be that friend. 


Do you know how to help? 


(403) 266-4357 


The Stress Centre: 
Christopher Mcintosh (403) 266-1601 ext. 3006 
Domestic Conflict Unit (Police): 

Christina Rivard (403) 206-8338 
Calgary Communities Against Sexual Abuse 

(403) 237-5888 


Wheatlands Community 
Crisis Shelter (403) 934-6634 
V.1.G.0.R. Working Community: 

Jane M. Oxenbury, M.Ed., C.Psych. (403) 255-7004 


Sponsored in part by: MBOUTLEAKS 
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This public service message brought to you by: 
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BASH 


SKYBAR 


On Closer Examination... " 
Glass Act 


Do not adjust your set—Luc is 


It seems to be love. We won't 
What Can I Say? I’m Very 


Cute! 
That may not be what Brandon is 


disturb you boys... i : ; ; 
just getting a bit Matrix-y 


behind a pane of pebble glass. 


Cupid wae i Lightweight! saying, but we think it’s obvious! 


A screeching cherub broadcasts 


her message of love to the crowd. 


Valentine Sweets 
Thierry and Jason bask in the 
spirit of the day... or is that a 


Beedle-Dee-Dee-Dee, Two Ladies 
The lovely Melanie and Julie, looking like they could 


disco light? 
fit right in with a glam production of Cabaret. 


The Big Crush 


Skybar was not at a loss for 
Adorable Works In Both Languages 


Steve and Francis up close and personal at 


revellers on the big jour d’amour 


Skybar. 


If Looks Could Kilt... 
Pierre and Christian in a pair of 


breezy get-ups. Kinda makes me 
wish I'd seen Braveheart 


Planning an event in the Montreal? 
Contact us at 
1-888-228-1157 and we'll see about 
covering it in Out & About. 

All photos by Brad Malmberg. 


ST.PATTY'S DAY DANCE MARCH 20, 2004 


Doors open at 7:30 pm 
Dance cost is $6 for members and $9 for non-members. 
Country music until 10pm and hot mixed music the 
rest of the evenina 


What’s Yer Pleasure? 
Yves seems to have the best of 
both worlds, flanked as he is by 
Martine and Mario. Our vote is 
for Mario... 
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_ Satisfy your sweet tooth witht 
BE -~SOM thing special frommour 
all-new dessentsitnenus 
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( | melrose]¥ = 08 262 3888 


#80, 104 - Avenue SE 


2493 27 A¥enue NE 
253-8: 


* 


WWW. ORIENTALPHOENIX.COM 


Original Menu..... 
Original Jann! 


$2.50 Big Reck Every Day 


1112 17th Avenue 5. W. 
(4 2821 
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Robinson, M.P. 


Bes Burnaby-Douglas 


OTTAWA 
February 5, 2004 


Outlooks Magazine 

1411 1St Street SE - 

Calgary, Alberta Laser Hair Removal 
T2G 253 


Outlooks magazine: 


Botox Treatment 


These are very exciting and challenging times for those of us in the gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and trans communites in Canada. We have made huge 


strides on our journey towards full equality and liberation, but there is . 

still work to be done. Outlooks magazine has been an important national Chemical Peels & 
voice for our diverse communities. On behalf of my federal New 

Democrat colleagues and our national Leader Jack Layton, | want to 


congratulate you on seven years of publishing, and wish you continued 
success in the future. Broken Blood 


Stay strong and loud and proud! Vessel Treatments 


Yours in pride, 


: Svend Robinson, MP #206, Market Mall 
$46 Wes Bloch mere Professional Building 
ona, Ona 483 Hastings § N.W. Calgary 

613) 996 59 | vs 2 ‘ie (403) 271-docs (3627) 


t~Mail nob 


GOUTLEQKS March 2004 


te 


Community conundrum 


OUTPOST EDMONTON 


By David King 


If HIV Edmonton’s near closure last month wasn’t enough to test the instability of the 
city’s non-profit groups, it seems another potential closure may be already in the 
works, this time affecting the entire GLBT community. 


After decades of establishing itself as a voice for the community, the Gay and 
Lesbian Community Centre of Edmonton (GLCCE—known affectionately as 
“Glicky”) is truly in critical condition. The symptoms are endless: a big nosedive 
in membership renewals, a shift from sporadic employment programs to volun- 
teer-based staff, increasingly out-of-date services and a general malaise in volun- 
teer participation at every turn. Community spirit soured further in December, 
when former co-chair Steve Rowan’s death left the community huddled in grief. 


The culmination of all that vulnerability has generated an equally uncertain 
outcome for GLCCE before its Annual General Meeting on March | 1, when 
remaining co-chair Roz Ostendorf will sit down with what's left of her board to 
determine GLCCE’s future. 


“GLCCE has been a small dedicated group that has devoted their time for 
years,” says Ostendorf. “We are certainly at a crossroads—for whatever reason, 
volunteers have stopped doing what they were doing.” 


A co-chair now for three years, Ostendorf—as a proud new parent—is herself | 
about to resign from GLCCE. In her view, past efforts have fizzled beyond repair 
and having little resources to send out the S.O.S., the situation worsens each day. 


“The board has felt that we've lost the ability to continue,” she says. “We've made a 
number of attempts to increase participation, awareness, funding, but we continue to have 
a diminished ability to place people in spots that would enable coordination of activities, and 
in terms of the centre meeting our needs. It’s not.” 


During GLCCE’s drop-in hours (now three per evening), volunteers continue to provide 
core services, including a library, information centre, access to computers and a meeting 
room for group discussions. The latter accommodates in-house and guest groups like Youth 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
ALBERTA 


Laurie Blakeman, M.L.A. Edmonton-Centre 
Official Opposition Critic: Justice, Solicitor General, Gaming, Senior’s Issues, Community Development 


February 4, 2004 


Roy Heale, Publisher 
Outlooks Magazine 


1411 — 18 Street SE 
Calgary, AB T2G 2J3 


Dear Mr. Heale: 


It is a distinct honour to recognize Outlooks’ seventh anniversary of publishing 
thoughout Canada's gay and lesbian community. 


Congratulations to you, your staff and of course the loyal readers of Outlooks for seven 
years of hard work, dedication and phenomenal growth! 


You should be very proud of the work you do in cultivating diversity, tolerance, and 
understanding of the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered communities. As the 
M.L.A. for Edmonton-Centre, | take a great deal of personal pride in representing an 
equally diverse constituency. 


Again, on behalf of myself and my Offical Opposition colleagues in the Alberta 
Legislative Assembly, congratulations on another successful year. 


Sincerely, 


LAURIE BLAKEMAN, MLA 
Edmonton-Centre 


LB/plc 


GONSTITUBNCY OF Fit 
3. 9908-109 Strat Eginonion, Abeta “SK 1% 
# phone: (780) 454.0748 Fax (780) 414.0777 
www launieblakeman. corm 


LEGISLATURE OFFICE 
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Understanding Youth, perhaps the most active on site. As Ostendorf comments, the library 
is now underused given today’s access to queer literature and, while group discussion atten- 
dance fluctuates, members of more active groups aren’t providing an “overflow” in volun- 
teer hours. 


Efforts to revive the centre, meanwhile, have been unaltered. A public forum was first 
held in December with decent attendance. As a result, GLCCE began a letter campaign via 
mail and its website to increase volunteers, round up memberships and measure overall 
public interest. Support from the community's bar owners all seem to point to Buddy’s and 
Woody's nightclubs, where two fundraisers are held annually for the centre. According to 
Ostendorf, at least three fundraisers were held in the month 
of February alone to “save our community”. 


Ostendorf’s own feelings towards the community centre 
change daily. While she agrees most people value the 
centre, she admits that she is leaning towards closure, asking 
the community to re-connect and organize the re-birth of a 
vibrant, relevant new centre when they need one. She is 
hopeful that a new centre would address more current 
needs such as outreach, parenting, workshops on inter- 
nalised homophobia and of course, paid staff. As Ostendorf 
adds, a new educational environment may also garner chari- 
table status for fundraising, a status that, after legal 
counselling, GLCCE can’t seem to sway in their favour. 
Ostendorf concludes that, unless there’s a major overhaul 
soon, any good deeds like those of Buddy’s could be too 
little, too late. 


“You can’t say you speak for the community 
with a membership of forty and | don’t think a 
membership of 700 to 1,000 people should be a 
big stretch in a city this size,’ Ostendorf stresses. 
“If these things aren’t reasonably forthcoming, then the board is prepared to make a recom- 
mendation that the organization cease to exist.” 


i 
GLCCE’s extensive community library, 
on the verge of disappearing forever 


GLCCE has only begun to evaluate the centre's recent survey, the contradictory results 
of which are becoming a bewildering reflection of community apathy. 


“For those of us who are out, stable and carrying on with our lives,’ observes Osdendorf, 
“we've had an easier time. But for those who need support, as much as we've put out useful 
services to assist, people are not participating. And yet strangely, the surveys we've received 
so far suggest people support it and want it.” 


At best, the attendance at GLCCE’s AGM should test-drive Edmonton’s true community 
spirit and leadership; at very least, the results will test the community's resiliency in the 
event of the centre’s closure. In a city with serious coming out issues and no definable 
geographic gay village, any decision remains in critical condition for the time being. 


And, as we all sit in the waiting room, Ostendorf offers an age-old solution to save an 
age-old institution: 


“| don’t know that aside from getting involved there’s anything more we can do as a 
community. Buy a membership, volunteer, state your opinions and attend the events. If 
people do step forward, everything can start to grow from a place where it should be.” 


For progress reports, general information or to show your support for GLCCE, visit the 


GLCCE website at: www.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/gicce. YW 


David King is a freelance Journalist currently residing in Edmonton. A writer, performer 
and director, he is the co-founding Artistic Director of Montreal’s OUT Productions. 


Get 1t all @ 
www.outlooks.ca 


Wanted 


We are currently seeking Models for future 
covers and Don't You Wish? 


Email a snapshot along with your stats 
and contact information to: 


Main@outlooks.ca 


Please note: 
Only those submissions of interest | 
will be contacted upon receipt of photos. 


Photography 
for all life styles! 


{ 


403- 669 4484 PATRICIO DEE RIO 


delriophoto@shaw.ca for all photographic services 
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Photo by Alexander Plata 


The Mansions of. 
Glouces ler Square 


February, 2004 


GREETINGS Bed, Bresi aa a Mansion 
Congratulations to Outlooks for its seventh year of service to Canada’s gay and lesbian In the heart on downtown 2 


community. 


From the first demands for equality a generation ago, the gay, lesbian, bisexual and ‘ : € : 
transgendered community has achieved such dramatic gains that most of Canada’s we se : 


national institutions now acknowledge the right of anyone to make the commitment of 
marriage, regardless of sexual orientation. This is an important acheivement, but no 


reason for complacency. The City of Vancouver has been a great beneficiary of the 
growing strength and pride in the GLBT community. Ensuite Baths : Full- Soe Spa ° Concitnge 
Private Phones * DSL Ports _ oe 


Toronto’ s most exclusive bed and breakfast 


ONO 
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On behalf of all our citizens, congratulations to Outlooks and best wishes to its readers. 
Your truly, 


(ee Od ws 


Larry W. Campbell 
MAYOR 


Information and Reservations 


call toll free 1 * 800 * 259 * 5474 
Www. Sleep With ena com | 
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:k Stories submitted can be either narrative or written in the first person. 
Please bear in mind that this is a fiction competition, so work based in real- 
life must differ enough from actual, identifiable people and events in order to 
qualify. Obvious works of non-fiction will be automatically disqualified. 


sk Submissions must fall within the 1,500 maximum word count. All entries 


+k All stories must be submitted in a PC-friendly manner, either in Word or 
Word.doc formats. Stories submitted in the body text of an e-mail, or in any 
format other ‘than those provensly specified, will be automatically disquali- 
fied. 
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NATIONAL GLBT WritInc CompPETITION 


copy entries must be 
By David Crosson d be sent to Outlooks’ 

“It was a dark and stormy night; the rain fell in torrents—except at occasional intervals, when © 
it was checked by a violent gust of wind which swept up the streets (for it is in London that our 
scene lies), rattling along the house-tops, and fiercely agitating the scanty flame of the one oe : 


struggled against the darkness.” 


The first part of that sentence will likely ring familiar to the greatest number of e: 
the line with which Charlie Brown's dog, Snoopy, began every story he wrote. Some of 
you will also be able to identify it as the opening of Edward George Bulwer-Lytton’s 1830 
novel, Paul Clifford, which served as the inspiration for the Bulwer-Lytton competition, a 
“bad writing” contest that was started in 1982 and continues to this day. Either way, it 
ain't the sort of thing we’e looking for... 


<omede's oy tomuuniey Mepertes Exactly two years ago, in the March 2002 issue of 
is S c) a 14 3 | Outlooks, we launched a very successful journalism 
psc ee competition called RSVP. In fact, we were so excited by 
the prospect of mounting the project that we 
completely forgot to acknowledge that it was:created to 
mark the passing of the magazine's fifth anniversary. 
Now, a couple of years older and perhaps a bit wiser, we 
are pleased to announce the second coming of RSVP, a 
new writing competition more streamlined and focused 
1 in scope. 

Back in 2002, from the release date of the March 
issue through July 3st of that same year, we solicited 
submissions from emerging journalists across Canada in 
a variety of categories: Humour; Book/Movie Review; Social Commentary; Poetry; 
Community Leader Interview; and Photography. In the following month we added 
Videography to that roster, bringing the total number of divisions up to seven. 


Despite the success of the inaugural RSVP project, it was not without its 
drawbacks—the most obvious, it turned out, being the sheer volume of entries a seven- 
category competition could generate. Therefore, backed up: by the clarity of 20/20 
hindsight, we have decided to focus on a single area this time around: fiction. 


With most of our cultural activity only being properly recorded in the past twenty-five 
to thirty years, much of what occurred previously has lived on through an oral tradition 
(insert joke here) of anecdote, legend, gossip and, in some cases, confession. It may be a 
massive cliché, but members of our community have a reputation—deserved or other- 
wise—for being wonderful storytellers. It seems only natural, then, that we select fiction 
as a category. this time out; afterall, the truth may well be stranger, but-sometimes it 
doesn’t give us enough latitude to embellish with the kind of colour we, quite frankly, have 
earned. For the purpose of this competition, we are embracing the user- (and judge-) 
friendly format of “short-short” fiction, stories that run no longer than 1,500 words in 
length. Judging from the success—both consumer and critical—of short-short fiction 


anthologies such as James Johnstone’s Quickies series, the genre seems to be growing in C7 7h > Be f ha il Cay 

popularity by laps and bounds ; APPLY ONLINE NOW! 
Intrigued? Think you might want to get in on the game? We sincerely hope so—partic- a, | ( V4 V4 if fd \ 

ularly since the best follow-up to a successful project is the launch of an even more | | } W OU | | KS. C A 

successful one. In order to encourage people to submit their work, just as last time Ph BBR 

around we will be awarding the top entry with a cash prize of CDN$1,000. If you're vac ‘ ; ee 

interested in entering a work (or works) of short-short fiction for the second edition of main@ out OOKS:Ca 

RSVP, then please read the rules and regulations listed above right. Queries regarding any And we will mail Vou an application form 

MasterCard is a seuterered tashimarh of poe Intestsatkinal, Incorsdnewed, taxed pursinatie! tio hernce. 


of these, or RSVP in particular, should be directed by e-mail to: rsyvp@outlooks.ca. Judges 
ae . ‘ ‘ MBNA. MBNA Canada, MBNA Canada Bank are rigistered trédernarks of MEINA America Bank NA... used peruant to licence by MBNA Canada Bark 
for the competition will be announced in a future issue of Outlooks. Plabicin Plus and MINA Plarnare Pius are wadematix of MBNA Amperica Book NA. Used pursue tp Bownce by SHSNA Conada Bank 
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By Gerard M 


Vancouver club owners have been ordered to pick up a $735,000 tab for policing costs 
related to late night closings. The extended hours—up to 4 a.m. on the weekends—are 
part of a plan to shake Vancouver's ‘no fun’ image. But with owners footing a massive bill, 
customers facing a crackdown on boisterous behaviour, and police resources stretched to 
the limit, people are wondering when the fun is supposed to begin. 


Although the figure may be reduced, club owners seem resigned to accepting it as yet 
another cost of doing business. 


B 


“Council has not backed off from the 
$735,000,” says Vince Marino of the Pumpjack 


‘or téwer cheap drini 


f 


stated that those are costs, they don’t have it in 
the budget,” he says, adding that “the mayor’s 
been really, really clear that the contract has 
been structured for the police. They don’t have ~ 
the ability to change their scheduling at this 
time, they're short of manpower, the city can’t : 
go back and rehash the budget—so basically 
that’s the amount.” 


Talks are continuing between the industry 
and Vancouver PD, and Marino says “if the 
police resources are not required to the level 
of $735,000, there would be a review or an 
adjustment in the next phase until this is over.” 5 


The police department is critically short- 
staffed due to pension policy changes that have 
forced dozens of resignations. The city is! 
paying a premium for the extra 
patrols, because most officers are 
on overtime and being paid double. 
City Hall says police work sched- 
ules cannot be changed. 


Barwatch, a group of twenty-one 
clubs participating in the late-hours trial, had 
initially estimated the extra security costs at 
around $300,000, but the industry figure was ~ 
based on “straight time”, not overtime. 


Bars operating during the extended hours will have to pay a special fee of thirty to 
seventy-five cents per seat, depending on day and time. The seat tax will go toward the 
beefed up patrols to deal with noise, fighting, vandalism, traffic infractions and general 
disorderly behaviour, all related to later drinking hours. 


It’s unprecedented that private businesses are being billed for city services tied into their 
ordinary operations. Usually such charges would only be imposed for special events. 


While city hall is treating the clubs as an exception, its raises the question of whether 
other businesses—restaurants, cheque cashing outlets, cab drivers, or 24-hour retailers 


—might also find themselves being billed someday because their businesses carry risks or 


Vince Marino 


Audited Circulation : 


create noise complaints that require more policing. 


For now, bar owners are taking steps to reduce the need for extra police; for example, 
the big straight clubs on the Granville strip are hiring private security to discourage disrup- 
tive behaviour. Watch for fewer cheap drink specials, particularly around weekends and 
holidays when late hours are in effect, and more smoking 
rooms to keep noisy patrons off the street. Other plans 
include metal detectors and a more stringent identifica- 
tion process to gather and exchange information on 
customers. Bar owners like the benefits of high-tech 
surveillance—online data sharing that allows patrons to 
be tracked from bar to bar, and even red flagged—but 
many club-goers find such measures intrusive and heavy- 
handed. 


Marino, who tested the 

hardware, says the message from 

his customers was loud 
and clear. “Our commu- Pensive 
nity reacted extremely 
negatively, with exactly those concerns of how the infor- 

mation is shared. We did not and are not planning to imple- 
ment it...there are concerns all around about the privacy 
and how you use the information and where it’s going” he 
says. 


in the Pumpjack 


Somehow, none of this sounds like much fun for people 
who simply want to kick back for a cool one with their friends. 
“It isn’t fun when you have to police it to that extent. At the same 
> time | think it’s going to take a little while,” Marino admits. 


___ It’s ironic that instead of giving Vancouver a more open attitude, 

the late-night closing hours are resulting in more rules and fewer 
good prices on drinks. And if all these stricter controls are a hassle 
for drinkers, it doesn’t sound like life is much more fun for bar 
- owners who are juggling to please city hall, the police, the inspec- 
tors and their customers all at the same time. 


It’s clear the club owners just can’t please everyone. And the gay 
bars have yet to decide if the new security costs will be passed on 
to customers. 


“Most of [the clubs] on the Granville strip probably include [the 
cost] in a marketing scheme or increase the door charge. 
[Pump]ack doesn’t] have a door charge—the only way we could do 
that is to put it onto the prices,’ Marino says. “Can we? We're 
trying not to, because our community also reacts to that very 
differently.” 


Besides he adds, late hours or not, bar-goers in the Davie Village gay 

clubs have never been a problem for police. “Basically the policing side 

of the issue here for our bars, they hardly see us, in fact we don’t really appear on the 

radar.” Marino says. “On the other hand we have to make a choice—as the Pumpjack or 

the Fountainhead or the Oasis or Numbers or the Odyssey—that if we want those hours 
then we're also sharing part of that burden, [but] it’s a different world [here].” ¥ 


fives in Vancouver 


agical moments 
with VIA Rail Canada 


To visit places of epic beauty and discover how inspiring our country 
truly is, come aboard VIA Rail Canada. With huge picture’windows, 
panoramic dome cars and cozy accommodations, VIA trains are 
_ the best way to discover spectacular scenery in comfort and style. 
To create your own magical moment, call your travel agent or 
visit www.viarail.ca 2 


1 888 VIA-RAIL (1 888 842-7245) TTY 1 800 268-9503 (hearing impaired) 
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Okanagan's newest export 


By Josh Murray 


The Okanagan’s most famous export is its wine, but in 2003 the region also produced a fine 
example of cooperation between local businesses and the GLBT community. Like any good wine, 
The Okanagan Gay and Lesbian Business Association aspires to become an ideal blend of flavours and 
traditions, and is working towards bringing business owners and entrepreneurs in the Okanagan 
together to celebrate their diversity, creativity and innovation. 


Founding President Don Pretzer, of Kelowna’s charming Springbuck Bed and Breakfast, is thrilled 
by the prospects this new resource holds for gays and lesbians in the region.“ There had been limited 
ways for gay and gay-friendly businesses to gain recognition in the Okanagan,” he says. “The Pride 
Week guide provides good exposure, but just once a year” 


Now, with the OGLBA up and running, the local business landscape can become a little sweeter, 
with hints of understanding and support. According to Pretzer, “An impressive variety of local enter- 
prises have advertised as gay or gay-friendly in the past: lawyers, accountants, real estate 
agents. ..artists...counsellors, restaurateurs, as well as specialty stores and gourmet shops.” 


Building on this solid base, the OGLBA hopes to create a new understanding for gay and lesbian 
locals and tourists alike, with a welcoming attitude and friendly service. “Our message to lesbians and 
gays [is that] today’s Okanagan is gay-friendly and open for business all the year. Our region retains 
its natural attractions plus significant new urban amenities,” Pretzer explains. “The vitality here comes 
with the growth of high tech, art galleries, wine, food, music scenes and post-secondary education. We 
have both an impressive quality of place and quality of life.” 


And thousands certainly agree. The population of the city of Kelowna alone now exceeds 150,000 
and neighbouring areas, including Naramata, Penticton and Vernon, are growing at a steady rate. As 
the area ages, it only gets better. “Social and interest groups are expanding,’ says Pretzer, citing, among 
other things, gay and lesbian curling and softball teams. “A new gay nightspot is planned to open in 
downtown Kelowna this year,” he adds. 


It appears the region is welcoming new gay residents and enjoying the expanding diversity. But the 
Okanagan’s interest in developing into an area with vivid accents and more varied tastes is nothing 
new. “In addition to our Shuswap and Okanagan nations, Anglo-Canadian, Japanese, Chinese and Sikh 
communities...have been here a century”, Pretzer explains. “There is a rich mix-of cultures here.” 


That rich mix helps define an area of the province that may not be well-known to an international 
audience. Just as B.C. wines have begun to establish a presence among French and American compe- 
tition, so too is gay Okanagan hoping to expand its fan base. “While the Okanagan offers a range of 
attractions all year, most gays and lesbians visit in July and August,” Pretzer says. “To increase lesbian 
and gay hospitality business all year, we are eager to promote the Okanagan as a resort destination in 
Europe, Asia, Australia and America.” In fact, with air travel to Kelowna now an option through a 
number of airlines, the trip doesn’t seem long at all. “With a single plane connection,” says Pretzer, 
“scheduled service connects Kelowna to thirty-six destinations in the USA, plus twenty-six cities in 
European, Asian, Pacific and other North American countries.” 


To the international traveller, the Okanagan has much to offer, but Pretzer feels the region’s greatest 
strength lies not in one thing, but the absolute variety the OGLBA intends to support so soundly. 
“Options,” says Pretzer. “Options for work, options of where and how to live are as diverse as the 
land and people. For a lot of pursuits in life this can be a great place to excel.” So the variety of activ- 
ities and expansive landscape provide bountiful success—and so they should. After all, even the best 
winery in the world can’t make a sustained success out of one great Cabernet or a particularly stellar 
Merlot. 


Even with options, the international tourism competition is tough. What is bottled and sold on the 
travel market one year may not be what an audience is looking for the next. And here is where the 
region truly sparkles. “The Okanagan keeps evolving, developing its potential and attracting a younger, 
enterprising population with its natural beauty, native culture, frontier adventure and agricultural 
heritage,” Pretzer enthuses. “Our cool Mediterranean climate is rated the best in Canada: fields of 
lavender; apricot and peach orchards; cycling, sport and adventure activities. The ski slopes have 
impressive snow packs of champagne powder.” 


Residents, however, are seldom tied down. Pretzer explains, “When the desire to get away hits, 
Kelowna’s airport has scheduled non-stop service to Seattle-Tacoma, Vancouver, Calgary and 
Edmonton year ‘round, and non-stop to Toronto and Hamilton in the summer.” 


Capturing the attention of potential visitors in areas far and wide is a challenging task that can often 
be simplified with presence on the Internet. In 2004, the Okanagan Gay and Lesbian Business 
Association will be perfecting its own online presence at www.gayokanagan.com. “We see 
gayokanagan.com as instrumental in future membership growth,” says Pretzer. “Businesses need to 
have current and accurate listings to connect with their clients.” Past Web entries for the area have 
been few and far between. “Web directories either covered a limited area or listings appeared by 
address—buried in vast directories with out-of-date entries,” Pretzer says, and pledges to keep the 
OGLBA site “comprehensive” and “up-to-date”. 


Staying up-to-date is not an easy task for any organization without assistance, and the association 
has certainly found allies in their endeavour. “Tourism B.C. and the Okanagan Gay and Lesbian 
Business Association have hosted gay travel writers,” Pretzer explains. “Tourism Kelowna, along with 
Westjet, major hotels and our association, [is] offering a pre-convention getaway to the Okanagan for 
International Gay and Lesbian Travel Association members in early May. We are a member of three 
local chambers of commerce and the IGLTA and will be promoting our region’s spas, resorts and 
wilderness to gay travel and adventure tour professionals at the IGLTA convention.” 


All of this may sound exhausting, but it’s precisely this extensive blend of hard work and determi- 
nation that is required. And 2004 is, indeed, the 
perfect year—one to expand, develop and dream. 


HOWE STREET PHARMACY 
ALWAYS COMES FIRST 


DB Free delivery 
» Prescriptions 


“A mix of challenges and opportunities—the 2003 


wildfires, same-sex weddings and honeymoons, the 


2010 Winter Olympics, regional tourism initiatives, | RX 


expanding airport service and Vancouver's selection 
as host of the International Gay and Lesbian Travel 
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D Toiletries and 
Travel Accessories 
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HOWE STREET PHARMACY 
1070 Howe STREET 
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Mon-Fri 9am-Spm 
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Thank you for supporting your community pharmacy 
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bsolutely Denman! 


New neighbourhood bar 


membership,” says Pretzer. 


Thanks in no small part to the OGLBA, it 
appears 2004 will be a good year in the 


Okanagan—for more than just Pinot Gris. W 


Josh Murray is a Vancouver-based writer, ad 
exec. and all-around good time. For more log 


onto www.joshmurray.ca 
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838 Hamitton Street (corner of Robson Street), Vancouver BC V6B 6A2 
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“ CELEBRATION 


FRIENDS 
FOR LIFE BENEFIT 
ODYSSEY 


NUMBERS 


* 
Twenty-four Plus Three 4 
(From left) James Steck, Jamie and Phil 
Moon gather to celebrate and mug for 


bat ae a, 
Proud’ Giswd the camera—talk about multi-tasking! 


Members of the community gathered to 


iE 


celebrate a nightlife milestone. 


On the Ball(s) 
Gay Bingo diva, Joan-E, calls ‘em as she sees 


DANCE 


‘em. To date, the bingo crew have raised PLAZA CLUB 


Sex and the City Extras? 
over $136,000 for Friends For Life. Under 


No, just “equal time for the ladies” on girls night out. 


the ‘B’—bravo! 
, Take the #@*%ing Picture—I Can 
“= Only Hold “Cute” for So Long! 
The always-glam Justine Tyme works the 
camera and the prizes. 
SURREY 
FUNDRAISER OUT-OF-TOWN SHOW 


LOTUS BUDDY‘S 


xs 3 
. Arms and the Man 
Great Scott—it’s Mr. Bolton, 
always a pleasure to see. The 


hugs are even better... 


edt Booth Boys 


Guests of Heart On take a few minutes off 
from the festivities—we're certain they were 
back in action soon enough! 

Hide ‘n’ Seek 
Ms Vancouver Leather, 


UNDERWEAR PARTY 
PUMPJACK PUB 


Stacy Clark, calls the 
participants to action. 


She Puts the “Belle” 
in Belligham 

Miss Bellingham, Betty 
Desire, braved our 


frozen northern climate Smiling Despite the Departure 
to take part in the Outgoing royalty Chrystal, Tyler and Robynn put 


festivities. on a brave face as they prepare to step down. 


It’s All About the 
Accessories 
Clark offers a visual 


The crowd roars its approval for one of the suggestion of where 


: Right On Cue 
| oS Striking a strategic pose, 
goods at an unfettered by a load of 
underwear party. cumbersome clothing! 


rmer’s antics. ; 
performer's antics to keep essential 


Cross My 
Hard—Er, Heart! 
Luke Wolf delivers the 
goods onstage...or, 


Move Over, Kong! 


Daxx raises the roof and climbs the 
walls in aid of the cause. 


Reeeeweten: 
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| package. Planning an event in Vancouver? Niumbere’|Gamen cos ate y é 
Contact Barry at Th h ewe d th 2882 me me we 
(604) 685-1377 and he'll see about ese gents have just discovere je 
covering it in Out & About. joys of what is essentially a game of 
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By Pat Johnson 


++ The Bard of diversity An 

intriguing new venture is underway—and you 

32 could be part of it. Roz Shakespeare, the 

retired Vancouver police officer who made 

history by becoming the first “out” trans- 

sexual police officer in the country, is teaming 

up with writer, artist and peer counsellor Terry Nelson to form Vibrant Group. The new 

firm invites us to join them March 8 to share stories. Vibrant Group's vision, according to 

Shakespeare and Nelson, is “to enlighten and educate their audiences about the diversity 

that is our world through a practical, multidimensional approach to diversity.” Vibrant 

promises thought-provoking cultural awareness and diversity workshops to effectively 

communicate with any audience about the reality of the experiences of being “different.” 

For more information, contact Shakespeare at (604) 879-0335. (BTV, shouldn't Shakespeare 
be the writer?) 


++ Chance for Stardom The Coast Plaza Hotel is where you need to be April 3, 
for the annual fundraising outreach by the Centre. Stardom 2004 aims to bridge the gaps 
created by government funding cuts that are challenging all non-profits and social service 
groups and hopes to raise $16,000 through the event, which will include a raffle, silent 
auction and balloon burst. Sponsorships opportunities are still available and donations for 
the auction are requested. This is a great chance to make an impact for a good cause and 
garner some publicity for your business. Contact the co-chairs at (604) 790-8751 or (604) 
708-0581 .Tix to the event are on sale now at $30. Compared with the federal government's 
sponsorship “budget”, $16,000 seems do-able. 


++ Hedy times indeed Speaking of the federal government... plans for a spring 
election seem less certain than they were a few weeks back—apparently some not-very- 
good PR over some money seems to have put PM Paul into a tizzy. Expectations that the 
Liberals would romp to another victory are being challenged, which makes the heated 
contest for prize of Liberal nominations in various Vancouver-area ridings seem a little less 
desirable. Liberals who once hoped to sweep this province are now hoping to keep what 
they've got. Speaking of keeping what they've got, Hedy Fry—a big booster of our commu- 
nity—remains under threat from Lynne Kennedy, a former Vancouver city councillor who 
who apparently wants to spend most of her year in Ottawa. But Grit insiders tell me it’s 
not Kennedy who threatens to bring down Fry, the giant-slayer who defeated former PM 


Kim Campbell in 1993. Taleeb Noormohamad is tipped as the one to watch, which means, 
in Liberal circles, he’s probably signed up more “instant members” than the others. Time will 
tell. Even so, the prize may be less precious than it once was, not solely because the Libs are 
taking it on the chin over the sponsorship scandal, but because changes to the riding bound- 
aries have brought in a chunk of upscale West Point Grey voters who weren't there last tirne 
around.A resurgent Conservative party will be doing what they can to avenge Kim’s ghost. 


+ Rubbing us the right way While Paul Martin tries to prevent the sponsorship 
scandal from sticking to his hide, a slightly different scandalous event is slated for April 2 to 
4. That’s when the annual Rubbout rubber play party weekend takes place featuring “vanilla 
to rubber bondage.” There’s a men-only play party Saturday afternoon at M2M, a pansexual 
social at MOR Rubber Saturday evening, and a brunch at Morrissey on Sunday. The weekend 
kicks off with a meet & greet at the Pumpjack on Friday. You can get a weekend pass (a dog 
tag) to all the events for only $25 at MOR Rubber and Little Sisters. If you are from out of 
town, the Ramada Inn is the host hotel with rooms for $69/night; call ‘em at (866) 685-1113 
and quote group #2602 if you need a place to stay. More info at www.rubbout.ca. 
Frightened? For those who are unsure about rubber, maybe the Rubbout video night on 
Saturday March 6 will be a safe intro. Videos like Taste of Rubber will be shown and the inter- 
mission will feature rubber bondage demos. Any volunteers? Admission to the video night 
is free. While this year will be the I 3th annual Rubbout, it will be the first year it’s produced 
by Mitch Kenyon and his partners Chuck Davis and Earl Jesso. 


tr Denman goes Ab Fab A tantalizing note from folks at Ab Fab ... no, not the 
beloved British comedy duo. Ab Fab, a new neighbourhood bar, community information 
centre, event ticket handler and all-round go-to place on Denman Street. In addition to 
typical pub-style food, Ab Fab suggests they will take a role in the community as a place 
where groups can get together and meet, with facilities for meetings and socials of all sorts 
at no charge.Watch for further updates or, if you can’t wait, e-mail them at: abfab@telus.net. 
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Getting married 
while we still can 


By Pat Johnson 


On March 20, the last day of winter, the |Oth anniversary of when we met, my partner Paul and 
| will get married. There will be flowers and rings, food and probably tears. But there won't be 
many people, just the marriage commissioner and the two witnesses required by law. And that is 
three too many people for us, frankly. 


In the year since | bought the ring and gave it to Paul on our ninth anniversary, we've been forced 
to think a lot about what marriage means to us. Canada, by coincidence, has had to go through 
the same process. 


Given more time, we might have come up with something a bit more elaborate or imaginative 
than a civil ceremony in our living room. But we feel pressed for time. Not just because we want 
to do this on our !0th anniversary—we could have waited for our twelfth or fifteenth or fiftieth. 
But our right to marry is being considered by the Supreme Court of Canada right now, and it is 
destined to be considered by Parliament. And we're not going to wait for them to change their 
minds. 


Like plenty of gay couples (and individuals), we have major ambivalence about marriage. Our life 
together is so private and quiet that it doesn’t seem quite right to bring dozens of people in to 
witness what is effectively just another day among 3,650—and counting. That’s our choice. But 
we're also forced to consider what it means to invite the government into our life by having it 
recognize our relationship. 


Marriage has been a lot of things over the years: a beautiful sharing of two people's love before 
their community, a contract between families,a perpetuation of patriarchal lineage, a time for joyous 
celebration, the selling of children by dowry, the conveyancing of property, an excuse for a feast. 
No two marriages are the same. Some are wonderful and some are awful. My relationship with 
Paul fulfils my ideals of what coupling should be and | can point to plenty of marriages that do not. 
In the end, we concluded that if we live in a society where society recognizes relationships by legis- 
lating marriages, we deserve and demand to be included. 
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The kind of society we live in, of course, is at the very root of the whole debate over our right 
to marry. 


In the past two decades, since the Charter of Rights and Freedoms was promulgated, Canada 
has moved from a nation with strong collectivist tendencies to a society very much based on 
individual rights. The fight over equal marriage is an excellent model of this change in Canadian 
society. It demands of us a choice between individual fulfilment and collectivist ideals. Most 
Canadians are tired of being pushed around by intrusive governments—and what could be more 
intrusive than being told who you can marry? 


The speciousness of equal marriage opposition was massively evident in the mid-February 
broadcast of CBC Newsworld’s Sunday morning flagship newsmagazine, when on live television it 
aired a wedding between two men, then linked to a room full of people opposed to equal marriage. 
The vision of two people exchanging vows, then listening to a crowd of people critique it is nothing 
new. We've been dissing fuschia dresses and purple prose for years. But to watch two people 
commit themselves to each other for life, then listen to a crowd of people say their marriage is 
illegitimate put into beautiful relief the inherent nastiness and cruelty of the anti-marriage lobby. 
Whether their arguments are religious or “societal” (or just garden-variety prejudiced), in the end, 
the debate comes down to telling two people their love is not valid. And that, repeated often 
enough, will eventually repulse most Canadians the way it repulses us. 


Margaret Somerville, the media-savvy McGill University ethicist, declared that equal marriage 
reflects a tendency to say that marriage is whatever we say it is,a view she claims is contradictory 
to the imperative that “kids have a right to a mother and a father.” 


This is the crux of the arguments presented by opponents of equal marriage. While we might 
contend that children have a right to a home filled with love and fulfilment of other complex human 
needs, our critics insist that children simply need a parent of each gender, no matter how brutal. 
It’s a mind-numbingly simplistic and instinct-driven response that says the only criteria necessary 
for parenthood is the ability to procreate. 


This argument, which is the most banal and flawed position of all (to say nothing of unromantic) 
is easily rejoindered by asking if we should annul all “barren” marriages? McGill's Somerville had a 
tidy response: marriage between two opposite-gender people, even those who can’t procreate, at 
least symbolically reinforces the notion of procreation. Yeah, and singing in the shower makes me 
Josh Groban. 


Then there’s the whole marriage-versus-civil-union extravaganza, which reflects a long tradition 
in society by offering subordinate categories of recognition, just like societies have often had for 
women and people of different colours, religions and beliefs. No matter how long a tradition, it is 
still a dismal one. 


Other guests on the program stated that gay marriage could open continued opposite 
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the door to marriages involving three or four persons. Perhaps. But 
right now we're talking about two same-gender people and intro- 
ducing superfluous issues like marriages between earthlings and martians doesn’t really add 
anything to this discussion. This line of argument is all the more flawed for the way it defeats the 
other premise of equal marriage opponents, which is that two opposite sex parents are ideal. 
How, then, would three or four parents be worse? Does it take a village or doesn’t it? 


from previous 


Another guest of the program, Rev. Brian Warren, hit the nail on the head, though one doubts 
he recognized it. Having just watched a gay wedding via closed-circuit hookup, he acknowledged 
that it’s difficult to criticize an individual marriage like this. In other words, blanket condemnations 
are easier when they don’t involve real people. This is the most difficult part of bigotry: it imposes 
preconceived ideas on real individuals. 


But the clergyman’s comments point out the ultimate weakness of the anti-equal marriage 
position. A lot of Canadians strongly oppose our right to marry and they are very amenable right 
now to some of the arguments put forward by critics like Somerville and Warren. However, 
Canadians have developed over recent decades a very “live and let live” attitude toward other 
Canadians. Criticism of gay marriage has resonance now: it's new, it's topical, it’s all over the papers 
and talk radio. But, at its root, the argument against equal marriage comes down to negating love, 
a proposition with a very flimsy future. 


In the long-term, we will not lose this fight because our demand is so basic, simple and fair. 
Opponents’ arguments are so deeply flawed, insupportable and contrary to Canadian tendencies 
that | believe their constant repetition will undermine—not reinforce—them. Their opposition will 
not stand the test of time the way love will. 


But the short-term is another matter. The courts have said we can marry; Parliament has not. 
There are plenty of legal and political twists left up the sleeves of opponents. The ultimate weapon 
is the “notwithstanding” clause of the constitution, which a prime minister can effectively invoke at 
whim to strike down everything the courts have decreed. Even if the government does reverse 
our right to marry, this genie will not go back in the bottle. Time is on our side, even if the next 
government is not. Even if the Liberals are returned to power, the dynamics of what MPs and 
candidates hear from voters on the campaign trail could turn the tide of this debate in the short- 
term. 


In the end,a sense of decency and individual rights will lead us back to a Canadian compromise, 


by which marriage will be recognized as whatever the two people involved say it is. And that could 
be a long way off. In the meantime, we will marry while we can. And we will parse the many 


meanings of marriage late. W 


Pat Johnson is a communications consultant and a freelance writer for a variety of publi- 
cations. 
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Breaking out 


By Tyler Hopson 


It sounds crazy, but an increasing number of us have something in common with Al 
Capone. No, the gun-toting gangster wasn’t gay. But he did have syphilis—and so do a 
rising number of gay men in Vancouver. 


Despite several years of work by the B.C. Centre for Disease Control to halt its 
spread, syphilis continues to do so. “Gay men are a big part of the outbreak and they're 
becoming more and more important,” says Dr. Mike Rekart of the BCCDC. 


The disease has been on the rise in the city since 1997. But in recent years it has 
become more common. The outbreak began among Vancouver's sex trade workers, and 
is still a larger problem for that group. Rekart says this situation is unique, as most other 
syphilis outbreaks in the world are predominantly among gay men. He suggests that 
syphilis made its way into Vancouver's gay community because there is some contact 
between gays and sex trade workers, socially and sexually, and also in terms of the places 
they live. 


Younger men less informed and more vulnerable 


For many guys, to be young and gay is to be cute and have lots of dates. But research 
shows there is also a downside. in 2002, a survey by Vancouver's Community Based 
Research Centre found that one in three gay men under the age of thirty knew little 
about syphilis compared to other STDs. 


Terry Trussler, who was closely connected to the survey, says “I think it’s a cultural 
thing. Syphilis hasn’t been a problem for many years and so younger guys aren’t as likely 
to have heard of it. Older guys remember it from years ago.” 


A 2003 survey by the Community Based Research Centre suggests more men are 
getting tested for syphilis. Of the 250 men who completed the survey, forty-six percent 
had tested for the illness in that year. 


“That means a lot of guys have concerns about syphilis,” says Trussler. 


He says there is a very strong connection between seeing ads about syphilis preven- 
tion in newspapers and getting tested, and that the newest survey showed “guys are 
concerned, they got tested, and that the ads had helped alert them to that.” 


But Rick Marchand, also involved with the survey, says younger gay men still got tested 
less and hadn't seen the ads as much as the other age groups. Some younger gay men 
hadn't even heard that there was a syphilis outbreak. 


“They're less able to negotiate safe sex, they know less about HIV and protection, they 
have less support systems,” says Rekart of young gay men. 


There are also issues young men go through that older men may already have dealt 
with. “Young gay men have a special issue around coming out and discrimination.” This 
may increase their vulnerability, Rekart adds. He says young people in general often don’t 
feel they are vulnerable, even if they actually are. “It’s always said that young people feel 
like they can’t get sick,” he offers. 


Testing it out 


Symptoms of syphilis often show up within a month of initial infection. The first sign is 
a small, round sore (called a chancre) that appears on the spot where syphilis entered the 
body. For many men this will be on their penis, but a sore can also show up in the mouth 
or anus. Despite the possibility of chancres appearing, doctors say many people can have 
syphilis and not even know it. 


In its early stages, the disease will not likely have a serious effect on the health of those 
who have it; however, health problems will become more and more serious the longer it 
goes untreated. In extreme cases, it can even cause death, although this is quite rare. 


Marchand says a lot of guys may not realize they can get syphilis from oral sex—either 
by performing or receiving it. The disease can be caught from having unprotected anal 
sex, as well, and syphilis makes it easier to contract and transmit HIV. 


The best way to find out if someone has syphilis is by being tested. It is one STD that 
is quick and relatively easy to cure as long as it’s detected early enough. Marchand says 
sexually active men should be in “regular contact” with STD clinics, and Trussler recom- 
mends getting tested about every six months. 


Trussler says if people are testing regularly, there’s less of a chance that the outbreak 
will become really serious. 


Wrapping it up 


Gay men have been told to use condoms for years, and most of them do. Recent years 
have seen some men doing away with condoms and going bareback—a complex issue, 
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indeed. Rekart admits that the “just wear a condom” message has been around for a long 
time; possibly too long. “Everybody’s being told to wear condoms. The message hasn’t 
been reinforced and revitalized in new ways,” he says. “It’s getting sort of old and boring 
and nobody wants to use condoms anyway.” 


But that doesn’t mean they should stop wearing them, he says. 
Both Marchand and Trussler are optimistic, based on the results of their surveys. 


“The fact that about forty-six percent of guys had a syphilis test is encouraging,” says 
Marchand. “It’s encouraging that the ads and the word-of-mouth is getting around.” 


For Trussler, just knowing there’s an awareness among gay men about syphilis is impor- 
tant. “It’s encouraging that guys are paying attention.” 


The message may be old, but Rekart feels he needs to say it one more time. “Condoms 
are very protective. It’s up to young people and old people to protect themselves if 
they're at all unsure of their partner.” 


While Al Capone's legacy lives on in crime, the legendary Mafia boss nearly died of the 
disease himself. Despite decades of improvements in medicine, syphilis is still a big deal 
if left untreated, but common sense, condoms, and regular tests can prevent Vancouver 
boys from meeting a similar fate. W 


Tyler Hopson is a freelance writer and 
graduate student based in Vancouver. 
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Is the great divide between young and old nothing more 
than a myth? 


More than a dozen Vancouver queers, ranging from high 
- school students to senior citizens, discovered they have a 
surprising amount in common at a recent roundtable on age- 
based perspectives. 


“| guess to some extent | think there is a generation gap,” 
says organizer Chris Morrissey, “but | don’t think the genera- 
tion gap is—this was the surprise to me—necessarily around 
values and beliefs. | think those values and beliefs cut across 
the generations...| think the gap is in terms of how we mix and 
_ don’t mix.” 


The straight community, built around the nuclear 
family, offers plenty of opportunities for young and old to 
get together. For gays, there are far fewer chances for 
interaction and it’s more difficult for people from 
different age groups to get to know one another. 


Roundtable organizer 
Chris Morrisey 


“There are very definite groupings of people, and we don’t have many opportunities to 
actually come together...so we perpetuate the stereotypes in our own heads that youth 
are different and we are different,’ says Morrissey, who coordinates the Generations 
Project. 


Generations works with seniors’ organizations, health care providers, and the commu- 
nity in an attempt to improve the quality of life of older gays and lesbians. Elder homosex- 
uals are often shunned by our youth-obsessed culture; at best invisible, at worst, victims 
of homophobia. Morrisey’s group wants us to acknowledge that gay seniors do exist, and 
that they deserve acceptance and respect. 


While differences between young and old are self-evident, the discussion revealed that 
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feelings about coming out, connecting with family, looking for love and dealing with 
discrimination are strikingly similar, regardless of age or gender. Many feel we’re missing 
out when because we don’t recognize the many things we have in common. 


“I was in Ireland in December and | went out to a modern dance [recital],” says Joan 
Bridgett, a lesbian in her fifties, “everyone was there from three to eighty. And it struck 
me how very few of those experiences | have here in 
Vancouver and how much less rich my life has become 
because of that.” 


Bridgett feels she could benefit from the energy and 
ideas of young people, who in turn, might be encouraged by 
those who’ve worked through life’s challenges and survived. 
“Life goes on.| think some of that gets lost when you don’t 
have the generations mixing; on both ends we lose out,” she 
| says. 

Heather Fergusson, a mother and former wife who came 
| out only recently, also admires the energy and courage of 
younger women, but hardly ever socializes with them. 


“| entered the community late,’ she says, “and the 
women I’m meeting are around my age, they're fifty- 
plus...in some ways there is a generation gap there. | 
think that I’m certainly 
more conservative as far as behaviour.” 


Newly out: Heather 
Fergusson 


Bridgett agrees, saying that “going to a dance, or 
whatever, it’s different music, [and] it’s different energy and 
it doesn’t really work for me.” 


Music, fashion, and pop culture trends—powerful forces 
in the gay community—are often the major factors that 
separate young from old. But when the focus moves 
beyond shoes and hairstyles, the generations it seems are 
far less different. 


Youth worker Romi Chandra notes that there is a 
“commonality of oppression” in the community. 
Emotions—both positive and negative—can be 
overwhelming when people of any age decide to emerge Discussion participant 
from the closet, and then try to reconnect with friends and Joan Bridgett 
family. | At the roundtable, one young man recounted his 
struggle to come out to his sister at a family wedding, only to have his sister respond that 
she knew all along. While the discussion revealed that he and a young lesbian participant 
are Out socially to some degree, they remain firmly in the closet at home. 


“Their family experiences sound very much like our family experiences,” says 
Morrissey. ““] guess maybe | was a bit surprised about that. That if the kids are out, | think 
| expected them to be somewhat more out to their families.” 


Bridgett was also caught off guard by some of the young people’s comments. “I was 
surprised that it’s still so hard for young people,” she says. 


Because of the community’s huge political strides, it’s 
often assumed that today’s gay youth have it easy. That’s 
just not the case. “It’s a bit of a doubled edged sword,” says 
Morrissey, “that young people today have more awareness 
and there’s more opportunity for them to come out. The | 
other side to that is that they also experience the backlash | 
that we perhaps didn’t experience...” ; 


Not all divisions are based on age. There were strong 
opinions expressed on our self-imposed labels, on how 
gays have become a marketing demographic, how we 
oppress each other, and how the community has been | 
fragmented, especially along economic and gender lines. 


As of press time, planning was underway for an activ- Youth worker Romi 
ities afternoon in March that will again bring young and Chandra 
old together. 


the time and cannot be identified. In a surprise move, Judge Valmond Romilly went 

ISSUES r¢ beyond what the crown was requesting and ruled the killing was indeed a hate crime, 
imposing the maximum three-year sentence. If big city crown prosecutors can’t identify 

an obvious hate crime, what hope is there that small town victims will see justice served? 


e 
Help for hate crimes team For the record, hate crime is an offence motivated by prejudice or bias against an 


identifiable group based on factors including race, religion, colour, sex, age, disability or 
By Gerard MacMullin sexual orientation. It may involve intimidation, harassment, threats or assault, and its 


forms vary from vandalism and graffiti to the willful promotion of hatred. 
There's been a reprieve for B.C’s internationally recognized hate 


crime team. Premier Gordon Campbell and Solicitor General Rich 
Coleman assured community leaders that the understaffed team 
will receive more funding, support and priority. The promise came 
after a meeting with a coalition headed by the Canadian Jewish 
Congress, which included Vince Marino of the Vancouver Police 
Diversity Advisory Committee and Donna Wilson, Executive 
Director of the Centre. 


One of the major goals of the team is to ensure laws are 
applied and prosecuted consistently, and not overlooked. The 
Unit works with police province-wide, shares information, 
keeps a central data base and monitors incidents reported by 
police and individuals. A community coordinator works with 
interested groups to raise awareness of what hate crime 
involves, and how to deal with it. 


The B.C. team serves as a model for other units across 
| 7) Canada, and been honoured with a civil rights award from the 
) International Association of Chiefs of Police. 


“Having the broad-based approach was a really powerful expres- 
sion of how hate crimes cross diverse communities and are experi- 
enced by diverse individuals,” says Wilson. She adds that having so 
many different groups at the table “increased our strength and 
increased the strength of our message.” 


Wilson called the province’s response impressive because it 
| went beyond the issue of funding the hate crime unit. “The 
= premier and the solicitor general were very attentive...and it 
* was the premier himself who [suggested] the issues our 
§ communities are experiencing require a broader base of 
| responses. So | was very impressed that he raised that and 
| acknowledged that to us.” 


The meeting also included representatives from the Chinese and 
South Asian communities, as well as multicultural and human rights 
groups—a strong indication that hate crimes have an impact on a 
wide cross-section of British Columbians. 


The hate crime team—set up to coordinate province-wide 
efforts to fight hate crime—was so short-staffed and underfunded 
that it was unable to publish its annual status report. The team is 
crucial to minority groups like the GLBT community, because the 


Wilson says she looks forward to working with the govern- 
ment in “addressing safety issues throughout the province.” 


The Canadian Jewish Congress says, ultimately, victims hold 


best hate crime laws on the books are useless if people don’t know Donna Wilson, Executive Director of the key to combating hate crime. They pI Se anyene who 
they exist, police don’t know how to apply them, and the justice system —_ the Centre feels he’s been subjected to an offense to report it to police immedi- 
doesn’t know how to use them. ately VW 

A shocking example came during the recent sentencing of a youth B.C. Hate Crime Info Line 1-800-563-0808 
convicted in the gay bashing murder of Aaron Webster. Although an outraged community Vancouver Police Victim Services (604) 717-2737 


viewed the Webster killing as an obvious case of hate crime from day one, crown prose- 
cutors failed to make the connection. The crown asked for a sentence of twenty to thirty- 
two months in the manslaughter conviction of a nineteen-year-old who was a youth at 


Gerard MacMullin is a writer/broadcaster who lives in Vancouver’s West End. 


Upcoming Events: Monies Raised Last Month: 


March II Dining Out For Life Lv’ Amour raised $5000 to benifit the Dr Peter Centre 
Over 150 participating restaurants in the lower mainland will donate 255 of the 


foor bill to A loving Spoonful and the Friends For Life Society - if you dine out 
once in March - do it on the | Ith!!! 


Live By Request with Mandy Kamp at the Oasis raised 
$300 in benefit of the Dogwood Monarchist Society 


March 20 Score 5 - The Cutting Edges presents the 5th Skating Par 
To benefit The Dr Peter Centre. West End Community Centre Ice Rink, 8:45pm 
$10 pre - $12 at the door 


Stardom 
The annual Fundraiser for the Vancouver Gay & Lesbian Centre to be held at the 
Coast Plaza Hotel & Suites. For more info visit www.stardom2004.com 


PUMPIACK 
Thanks to the Vancouver Community for your support! 


To pre-promote your fundraiser or report on monies raised This Monthly Community 
in the next issue of Outlooks Vancouver email: main@outlooks.ca = Feature Brought to you by: 
or fax info toll free to 1-877-885-6657 
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LO AL Benet CLINIt OR” RTHE Et NTRE @ 1170 BUTE ST VANCOUVER, 604.660.7949 


es 


604.660.6300 © 1.888.488.7444 
www.stdresource.com 


productions presents... 


TICKETS: 
advance: $50 + svc charges 
door: $60 + svc charges 


avaiLabLe Through Ticketmaster 
(phone & OnLine) 
LimiTed TICKETS aT LITTLE SISTEr'S 


A wealth of ideas 


Even though The Interior Design Show calls itself “Canada’s hot residential design 
event”, it might also want to consider this new promo line: “How you'd spend a ton of 
money if you actually had it”. To be honest, the exhibits were great, but the expression 
“yuppie-ville” came to my mind more than once. At one end of the spectrum were 
people who wanted style and on the other were people who actually had it, with a whole 
mix of people falling somewhere in the middle. 


The Toronto-based show, held in the middle of February, attracted almost 50,000 
people to the National Trade Centre over three days. One day was dedicated exclusively 
to design industry professionals and two days were for the public (| took in the show as 
part of the latter.) | learned two things while strolling through the hundreds of exhibits. 
The first is that out-of-control, screaming children (and for some reason there were many 
of them the day | was there) are the purist form of contraception. The second thing | 
realized is that it’s dangerous to take an attractive friend to these sorts of ultra-gay- 
positive events while they're on the hunt for a new man. He called the show the ultimate 
“guppie pond” and he was in the mood to do some fishin’ (think gay, then think yuppie 
and you've got a ‘guppie’). | lost him more than once and found myself wandering alone 
through the maze of aisles and exhibits. Thank ged for cell phones when you’ve lost your 

companion in a 175,000 square foot 

ra % | space. He wasn’t kidding though, 

{ ot there were some very attrac- 
a | tive...um...displays. 


As with many multi-faceted big 
events, there is often one party 
that’s the party. At the design show, 
it was The Blue Party, an all-out 
bash where dancing, design and live 

; entertainment mixed in support of 
Canadian Foundation for Aids 
. Research (CANFAR). When an 
event is sponsored by Mercedes-Benz and 
Canadian House & Home Magazine, it’s natural 
for people to expect that it’s going to be a good time. While rubbing shoulders with some 
incredibly well-dressed people, socially conscious urban-hipsters could preview 
exhibits—martinis in hand—while DJ Colette kept the party vibe going. 


~~ yo 3 


DJ Collette spins at the Blue Party, a 
benefit for CANFAR 


This year was the first time CANFAR was selected as the recipient of the funds raised 
at the show. They’re a national charitable foundation created to “raise awareness in order 
to generate funds for research into all aspects of HIV infection and AIDS”. A worthy 
cause to be sure. The show reviews a number of charities each year before making their 
selection. “CANFAR was very well organized to undertake an event of this scale,” says 
Heather Hatch, the woman responsible for promoting the bash. “We had worked with 
Casey House in the past and knew the gay community would support the fundraiser.” 
Good music, martinis and design... if you build it, they will come. 


Anne-Marie Enns, with CANFAR, says the organizers “...were looking to head in a new 
direction with the opening night and were intrigued by what we’d done with the Red 
Party”. The Red Party takes place this year in mid-May. The party is young, it’s hip and 
it’s a highlight on CANFAR’s fundraising calendar. The Blue Party, by all accounts, was a 


iss 


A BATHHOUSE FOR MEN 
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success and the venture clearly worked out for both groups—the show got a cool party 
and between CDN$10,000 to 15,000 was raised for a worthy cause. Over a thousand 
people attended the event. 


A clear highlight of the bash was the official opening of the concept spaces exhibit, 
sponsored by the Globe and Mail. It was a part of the show where designers created 
distinct areas based entirely on a single concept. The ‘Spaces’ display gave the award- 
winning design firms of Bruce Mau Design Inc., Core Architects Inc. and Plant Architects 
Inc. the opportunity to “explore new materials, new concepts and new directions in 
design”. As though they could read my mind, this year’s design teams addressed the 
notion of wealth. “VWhat makes a person wealthy? Is it a healthy environment, good living, 
leisure time, family, a rich spiritual life, comfort, escape, happiness?” A maze of three 
unique spaces by each firm tackled the notion. 


Bruce Mau created 
a dichromatic room 
that was comprised of 
thousands of layered | 
black and white | 
images in almost every | 
inch of the space, 
including the furni- 
ture. Pictures of | 
hugging lovers, family | 
celebrations and 
children playing were 
everywhere and | 
intended to “stimulate | 
discussion and aware- | 
ness of the many == re 
things that make you wealthy”. To create 
this room you'd have to be rich, if not just to cover the processing costs of all the film! 


All-in-one: Core Architects takes a slick 
~ approach to reflect on emotion 


aoaennnecd 


Core Architects developed an exhibit intended to cater to viewers’ emotions, a sleek 
space created to reflect our emotional duality. Half the room was dedicated to the intro- 
verted times (like sleeping and bathing), and the other was for the extroverted (preparing 
food and socializing). “What you put in a space may be expensive; designing a space that 
caters to your inner emotions—priceless”. 


Plant Architects’ interpretation of wealth was the “feeling one gets when they share a 
wonderful dining experience with family and friends” and featured a massive twenty-one- 
foot-long dining table made of wood, floor-to-ceiling walls of firewood and a fireplace at 
one end of the table. It played with the idea of interior and exterior spaces and a room 
that would land somewhere between the two. | got the concept, but is that much wood 
and an open flame a smart move? 


With all the design-speak and promotion at each of the stops on the concept spaces 
exhibit, it was also clear that, when you're a designer, part of what makes you wealthy is 
getting people who are willing to pay big dollars on their own “wealthy” living spaces to 
love your work. 


At the end of a long day of looking at items | loved but couldn’t possibly afford, | was 
just happy to catch a glimpse of Debbie Travis, who made an appearance at the 
show...now that’s rich! 


Fab and appea 


one work for 


XTRA! 


OF TORONTO 


105 Cartton STREET, TORONTO 
416-260-2363 

Toll Free 1-877-867-3301 

"WE PROMOTE FUN SAFER SEX" 


WWW.SPAEXCESS.COM 


THE WORK OF CALGARY’S 
SARITH Dy (403) 612-3278 


We're proud to bring you this OuUTL@O@KS 
new showcase of photographic talent Sapte, eae 
in Canada's GLBT community. 
If. youid like your work for, 
this feature please submit samples 


VinLENNIO ME 


MUEEROPOLIS.COM 
clothing ** movies *¥ pride stuff ** novelties ** books * adult 
yavigating Our 
Just arrived yeighbourhog,, 


JUSTUS Visit trendy Boyztown and Grrisville 
Bove for the latest gay fashions from Canada 
and around the world. 


For entertainment or education the Theatre 
District and Publisher’s Row are your source for 
titles from the pink screen or in print. 


Get yours today! 


ajaxx63 For Adults only, the Amusement Park is where 

emer you'll find spicy items including novelties, adult Board Get 3 
CYST WOar movies, lotions, oils and Canada's first online Michael Wright 

< Adult Gay DVD Rental Club!* - 
speller Ses a Question: 
EB How are funds distributed by the OMCF? 
secure online shopping 24/7 ** over 2000 items available “« discreet shipping ** collect queer points F: 
enna seminars omen Answer: 


Funds are distributed on a regional basis. That is, funds raised 
in a particular province or region (i.e. the Maritime region) stay within 
that area to support local projects. 


Alberta projects have received the most funding to date, since the OMCF was founded here 
and our profile is higher here than anywhere else in the country at this point. Some 
examples of funded projects include GLBT-themed theatre productions by Teatro Berdache, 
the Fairy Tales Film Festival, AIDS-related causes like Small Change...Big Changes and the 
Sharp Foundation, to name a few. 


This past summer, OMCF sponsored part of the Youth Series at Out On Screen, the 
Vancouver Queer Film Festival. 


We are always looking for more opportunities to expand in other regions, and we'd welcome 
anyone interested in promoting this very worthwhile work in their area. Just contact us 
through the website:. 


To get more information regarding criteria or budget submissions etc. Visit us online at: 


www.OMCF.ca 
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FUNDRAISER 
BUDDY’S 


Getting to the 
Point 

Mistress (and 
Mistress of 
Ceremonies) 
Marsha Black preps 
the crowd for the 
fun—and 


mess—ahead. 


This Isn’t On the 
Planning an event in 


Diet, Is It? Edmonton? 
Many hands make Contact us via e- 
mail at: 


light labour as editor@outlooks.ca 

and we'll see about 

covering it in Out & 
About. 


All photos by David 
King 


Stéphane gets greased 
up in preparation for 
the Mazola wrestling 
competition. 


Oh, Yeah? Well Top This! 
A very greasy Mr. Edmonton 
Leather, Scott Bryen, shows 

Stéphane who’s boss on the 


mat 


OUTLOOKS Magazine 
Canada’s Gay Community Magazine 


HAPPY 7'™ BIRTHDAY 


Congratulations From Edmonton! 


Over the past seven years, Outlooks has been a 
great addition to Edmonton’s lesbian and gay 
community. Your magazine has greatly contributed 
to the vibrancy of Canada’s gay community and 
has brought respect to all of us. As a gay man in 
Alberta politics, | fully appreciate the importance of 
the magazine’s mandate in educating people in this 
province and the role of advocacy that Outlooks 


takes to improve our quality of life and makes 
Canada a better place for all. 


~// AIDS CALGARY 


CALTGARY- CARES 2004 So...enjoy this special day and best wishes for year 


number 8! 


Sincerely, 


WWW.CALGARYCARES.COM FOR TICKETS CALL TICKETMASTER 777-0000 


; ¥ 
Ntecasun | Ambush oy sMeED A 


INTERNATIONAL 


Michael Phair 
Councillor, Ward 4 
City of Edmonton 


pes ‘xetiy VAN avenue 
NEWAD - 
See a, Wik wt ; ~ “ ALLSTAR se 


Fad G=MC’ partison ticketmaster 


AMBUSH | ALEXIS MARAGOZIS & MICHAEL VALLENCOURT | CHARLES HOPE 
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5 = Condo Hotel / One block from GAY beach 
Amapas 325, Zona Rornantica, Puerto Vallarta } 
Tel/fax 011-52 (322) 222-6695 / 222-0999 


www.boana.net 
_boana@pvnet. COM.MKX 


The House 
on McGill 
\ ) A Village B&B 
110 McGill St 
loronto 
416-351-1503 
800-382 -2422 305-864- 2422 So ; - ie | 877-580-5015 


1428 Collins Avenue i Beach, FL 331 oe 
mail megillbb@interlog.com 
www.megillbb.ca 
CANADA'S FINEST ALL MALE HOTEL 


42 ROOM HOTEL 
AIR-CONDITIONED SAUNA . STEAM 


PRIVATE BATHROOMS JACUZZI 
TELEVISION . VIDEOS COMMUNAL SHOWERS 


77 Frank St. Just off Elgin St é BOUTIQUE . TELEPHONES ROOFTOP TERRACE 
Downtown OTTAWA CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST H BAR . GARDEN . PATIO 


bed & breakfas 


547 Oxford Avenue, Kelowna BC V14 7L4 
Kelowna's Central Gay B&B 


- 1/2 block from the beach 
J } : i) - Short waik to downtown 
Guxberuesten im - Private sun deck and sauna 
- Private or shared bath options 


AUBERGE DU CENTRE VILLEINC. Bet friendly 
1070, RUE MACKAY, MONTREAL H3G 2H1 (514) 938-9393 (800) 668-6253 ‘y 


SER a PE ESD SSR i 250-762-3738 
e-mail: megillbb@interlog.com \i 4 tb? REGAN YZ BA springbuck@shaw.ca 


Toll-free: 1-877-580-5015 
© 0 2a? 2A GEER NER 


Mi 1S S10 n R idge B& B on ‘ . \ Celebrating a decade of exceptional service 
e (/ 4 /q accommodating the Gay & Lesbian community 
A gay/lesbian retreat in the 


heart of the Comox Valley 


Vancouver Island BC Which gay owned Calgary BEB 


Pe = ee ee : - 5 has king beds, gas fireplaces and 
Sete BOF e wet = ay jetted tubs? 


Only Calgary Westways Guest House! 
Simply the best B&B in town. 


www.bbcanada.com/missionridge www.gaywestways.com 
"Alberta's first and most luxurious 


| eres os an a Be  5cy-cwned bea & Breaktast™ 
aes j pe eae om a Come relaxin cuilajet. Calgary, Alberta 
(250) 334-9411 a guerre Sees abe th hot tub on our private deck. g : 
= 73 Clothing ev ohal (403) 229-1758 
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reviews 


By Dale Smith 


A Gay BEB with tHe Pleasures of 


Director: Amber Benson 


) \'] Mj) ih, ta ya From: Benson Entertainment 
To include your B&B in this feature Running time: 75 minutes 
Contact Cap Peters toll-free at 1-888-228-1157 Release Date: 2003 
~\) eanires yu lar ae ~My 
1 \ieZ if yf { . 


Buffy fans rejoice! (And really, how 
many of us aren’t fans?) Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer was one of the gayest shows on 
television—and not just because of 
Willow and Tara...(and Kennedy and 
Larry, and Andrew and probably Lorne). 
But fans saddened by Tara’s demise can 
take heart, for here is Amber Benson's 
follow-up project. 


oF 27e OP Sayers el 


Victorian Ele. 
in the Heart o 


ance 
Ottawa 


We Offer: 
- A Calm, Relaxing 
Edwardian Home. 


- Full Gourmet 
Breakfasts. 


This independent film, written, directed 
and produced by Benson herself, is proof 
of just how talented the “not-just-an- 
actress” really is. What is especially 
amazing about the film is that she made it 
entirely out of her own pocket—no other 
financial backers or distribution partners 
involved—which gave her total creative 
freedom over the project. She later set up 
a fundraiser to recoup costs, but kept her 
vision intact. All of this at the age of 
twenty-four. And Chance is definitely not 
your conventional romantic comedy. 


- Cozy Fireplace or 
Private Garden 
Rooms with 


Antique Deco 
of 
Calgary, Alberta 


» 10 min. walk to 
; Downtown & 
Stampede. 
: | www.mountroyalbb.com 


online reservations 
now available 


282 Somerset St. West Ottawa, ON K2P 0j6. 
(G13) 236-9309 


visit our website at www.innonsomerset.com 
Wi Wr BF, 


) 403-245-9371 or Toll-Free 1-800-556-1436 


If you had everything in 
your room — you'd never make 


New Friends! 


Chance (Benson) is a twenty-something 
girl, a trust fund baby who lives with her 
friend Simon (Buffy’s James Marsters, using 
his natural American accent). She contin- 
ually reminds him that he doesn’t pay rent 
and has a problem with body odour. Both 
are unlucky in love and, though Chance is 
halfheartedly looking for her Mister Right, 
she’s not afraid to detour with a few girls 
along the way. Living in their complex is 
Milton (Nate Barlow), whom she 
describes as “a creep”, with his constant 


FéxwooLD) 


BED & BREAKFAST 


Calgary's Favourite Gay B&B 
1725 - 12 Street SW Calgary, AB 
403-244-6693 
www.thefoxwood.com 
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surveillance, Polaroids and discussion of 
bugs dying unnatural deaths. 


Absurdity happens. A random girl 
Chance takes home from a club in the 
Valley winds up dead in her bed. Neither 
she nor Simon knows how to deal with it. 
Chance’s “New Age” mother, Desiree 
(Christine Estabrook), shows up, 
declaring her intention to divorce her 
father. Chance’s older brother, Zero, 
must never find out. Chance meets and 
completely falls in love with Jack (Angel's 
Andrew Hallett), a bar singer from 
Oregon who turns out to be gay (as if 
that were a stretch to imagine). Outside 
of the green makeup and the horns in 
which we usually see Hallett, he’s really 
quite cute. 


Adding to the absurdity is the non- 
linear format of the film. Presented both 
in narrative and a series of flashbacks, 
Chance is punctuated by straight-to- 
camera monologue, but we have to 
wonder whether these asides are really in 
Chance’s mind, breaking the fourth wail, 
or actually happening, as Milton suddenly 
her “Why are 
yourself?” 


asks you talking to 


The dialogue is sharp and funny. The 
characters are all on this side of quirky, 
bordering on odd. The film, which gives 
us a look into the inner workings a young 
woman's mind, is at times brilliant. In fact, 
the only downside is the guy-with-a- 
guitar-original-music provided by Grant 
Langston. And, while his folk-y lyrics can 
be amusing, his appearances are quite 
intrusive—easily enough fast-forwarded 
through, if you’re so inclined. Overall, 
however, this film offers a most enjoyable 
experience; I’ve watched it several times 
over and haven’t tired of it yet. 


As the film is currently without 
mainstream distribution, it is available 
through it’s own official website , located 
at: www.chancemovie.com,. Though it 
is a little on the pricey side, it’s no more 
than an import or art-house DVD (which, 
let’s face it, all good gay movies tend to be) 
and, in my opinion, definitely worth every 
cent—especially when you have the satis- 
faction of knowing that all of the money 
goes directly to the artist who created it, 
not some monolithic studio. Chance is a 
movie that is quickly climbing to the top of 
my “favourites” list. W 


Favourite Line: 


Chance: “I like my demons. | 
consider them _ close personal 
friends. In fact, we enjoy each other’s 
company immensely.” 


This review sponsored by: 


2100 4th St SW Calgary 
244-4502 
March 2004 
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White Trash 
From: MSR Videos 


' by IT'S NOT SEK: ss & Serie 
ae ei BS 


Featuring: Rod Barry, Clay Maverick, Trent Cougar, Bret Wolfe, Luke Pearson, 
Anthony Shaw, Chad Johnson, Sharon Kane, Frieda Lay Brown, Rowdy Canon 


Running Time: 75 minutes 


If you've heard stories about life in a trailer park and how the white trash residents find 
ways to pass their time, then this light-hearted story is going to reveal some southern escapades 
that destroy the myths. This trailer park family of husbands, wives, brothers, sisters, cousins, sons 
and strangers intermingle to give a behind-the-scenes glimpse of family love and sexual relation- 
ships. 

When Luther (a classic beer-drinking, TV-addicted husband) says he’s not interested in 
joining his wife at the local bar for a karaoke championship, a family fight is on. Earlene is going 
to have to go and sing with her friend Kitty and leave her husband, son, nephew and brother 
in-law alone at the trailer. Her sonAmos is working on his truck, while his old man and cousin 
Jeremiah are watching Jerry Springer on the box. 

As soon as the “‘broads” have gone off to sing for their trophy, the heat of the day, the hot 
action on television and a few cold beer cause Luther to start feeling horny. He drops his pants 
and reveals his huge problem to Jeremiah, who shows that family means always helping each 
other out. Luther is “blown away” by his nephew's expert mouth and just can’t seem to get 
enough, 

Meanwhile, before they reach the bar, the womenfolk need some gas for their car and a 
local gas jockey at the service station is ready to oblige and fill them up. However, he declines 
to join the ladies at the bar because he has to stay and take care of the gas station. This includes 
some servicing in the men’s washroom with a trucker and a grease monkey who both need a 


huge favour to get them on their way. Fortunately, the gas jockey is big enough to fill their needs, 
too! 

Back at the trailer park, Amos is still working on his truck when cousin Jeremiah comes 
to lend a hand, He seems to have a big problem under the hood and, when Jeremiah sees what 
is sticking out, he knows how to reduce the problem back to normal with a few minutes of hard 
oral work. Between the two of them, these cousins have the tools to do the job and it all results 
in a speedy fix-up job. 

The afternoon progresses from one family situation to another until Earlene arrives home 
with her huge karaoke trophy in hand, proclaiming victory at the bar. She doesn’t understand 
why all her relatives were so lazy while she was singing for her supper, and the menfolk all look 
at each other with more hunger in their eyes. 

All in all, White Trash is a lot of fun—don’t miss the special scene at the end when Amos 
(alias Rod Barry) shows his special and unique ear-twitching talents. 


Review sponsored by Express Video, 
#202-11745 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, (780) 482-7480 
Email: exec.express@shaw.ca 


RATING: out OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC: +k SET: tok tok 
BODIES: Ak STORY: tk 
ACTION SCENES: *%& kw 
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The Apprentice 2: 


Dark Heart 
From: Delta Video 


YES, I would like to 
subscribe to 


or please bill my: 


WT i K S 
Name: 
Address: 
City: Prov: 
Postal Code: 


| have enclosed a cheque for $25.00 in Canada 


For $35.00 outside Canada 


“= OG 


iners Ch 
OP rveasnaren Route 


Account Number: 


Featuring: Joe Landon, Desmond Monclair, Cameron Sage, Danny Rhymes, Trent 
Atkins, Michael Brandon, Caesar Mancini, Anthony Holloway 


Running Time: 105 minutes 


For Joe Landon, walking his dog in the Malibu Beach area is a pleasant way to get 
some exercise, but when he returns home his mood changes quickly. Full of vigor, he 
crosses the threshold of his beautiful house, calling out his partner Victor’s name. 
Unfortunately, there is no sign of his lover, the closet is empty and only a note is left 
on the coffee table. To Joe’s dismay, the note reveals that he and his dog are now alone, 
as Victor has decided to move on. The handsome, muscular Joe is stunned and doesn’t 
know what he is going to do. 


Very soon, his friend Desmond comes by for a visit and is equally shocked to hear 
of Victor’s sudden departure. The two friends share their surprise and Desmond 
wonders about his friend’s future. It seems the only answer is Joe going back to what 
he was trained to do: being a high-class escort; after all, the bills have to be paid and 
food has to be on the table. 


A few weeks later, Desmond and Joe meet with new recruits for the resurrected 
business venture. Three hot guys-Anthony, Danny and Caesar-are eager to learn the 
techniques required to be masters of the sex trade, and “old pro” Joe proves to be a 
real headmaster. He begins by showing Danny why he’s tops at what he does and 
Danny proves to be an equally good student. Even though he, himself, is well hung, 
Danny is in awe when Joe reveals his amazing tool of the trade and dutifully submits to 
a hard lesson. 


Each of the new recruits is slowly introduced to a new high-class customer and they 


O 


Expiry Date: Iss 
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are all proud to demonstrate their professional techniques. When Caesar is 
confronted with Michael Brandon’s renowned monster, he proves that no task is too 
big to handle for a quick-study freshman. However, the surprise is when Danny and 
Desmond give in to their secret feelings for each other and a big romance begins in 
this den of sexual freedom. Their passion is real and they know they are perfect fit for 
each other. Although Joe is happy for the new lovers, he is mindful of practical matters, 
so it’s back to business as usual in this hothouse of sex. 


Review sponsored by 


ELTAL! ideo, 


RATING: ouT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC: 4 SET: kkk 
BODIES: tottotok (©) STORY: tto% 
ACTION SCENES: *% kok 


FIND A 

BATH HOUSE 
OR SPA 
NEAR 

you! 


fetishwear * leatherlatex gathic 


Emporium 


Fetish in Your 
Face! 


CALGARY 
426-8th Ave SE 
(403} 265-7789 


» Voted #1 Fetish Shap In Alberta 


nue PauMO AYIUNUMUODe saoyse-yund 


GUARANTEED FULL COLOUR PRINTING 
SHOP, ORDER AND UPLOAD FILES ON-LINE AT www.cClubcard.ca 


4/1 Clubcards - Wednesday to Wednesday schedule! 4/4 Clubcards - Friday to 
Offset printed utilizing stochastic FM screens with full colour Offset 

fronts with black ink on the back on L2pt Cornwail coated 

cardstack with aqueous coating on the front and uncoated 

one bad 1908 2000 2500 


$99 $109 $124 99er Cards (1. 1/4" square) 
$175 $195 $220 Business Cards (2° «3 1/2") 
$185 $220 $245 Big Trading Cards (23/4 » 4") 
$280 $320 $355 Club Fliers (31/2 « 5") 

$280 $320, $355 Bookmarks (7 «7") 
Postcards (4° x 6) $345 $395 $435 Postcards («*« 6") 

Fat Fliers (5 «7 or 4° x %) $420 $470 $520 Fat Fliers (oT or #1 9) 
Rip Cards (3 1/2" x 7° - perfed busnem cord) $445 $495 $550 Rip Cards (5 1/2" 7* perfed bursress card} $475 $525 $580 
Langer quantities psc spect stirs are avalintie nCuaiing Duate, ORC OF SpPROM! Thecus, Langer QuOrOes and ECE wes Ore rOdatRe MCudiNg Oa, CHES & YonCel BRAS 


1000 2000 2500 
$130 $139 $159 


Ser Cards (1 34° square) 
Business Cards (2* x 31/2") 
Big Trading Cards (23/4 x") 
Club Fliers (3 1/2" x 5") 
Bookmarks (2° « 7") 


: 
s 
2 
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5 


COME IN AND ENJOY MONDAY-SATURDAY 10AM-6PM 


OFFSET FULL COLOUR CARDS 
SAUYVD ANY SUIISOd IWLIDIG AVG AWYS 


604.801.6364 WWW.CLUBCARD.CA 100-1252 BURRARD ST. VANCOUVER, BC 
QUTSIDE VANCOUVER CALL TOLL FREE 1.866.801.6364 


Sunday $1.75 Shooter specials all day 

Monday Free pool all day 

Tuesday $1.75 draft all day 

Wednesday $3.50 domestic heer and highballs all day 
Thursday $4.75 double highballs 8pm until close ‘ 


TORONTO'S 
LEATHER/ DENIM 
AG7 CHURCH STREET - 418 


DUE, 
HOR 


pe || ||! 


Dear Freddy 


Dear Freddy, 

’ve been fooling around with this 
guy for about a year now—it’s totally 
casual and we just get together 

“whenever”, no strings attached. So 

far it’s been a great set-up for both of 
us—I’m always really busy and he says 
commitment freaks him out. Well, guess what? | 
ran into him about two weeks ago and he was holding hands with a woman! As 
soon as | saw him, he saw me and went as white as a sheet. Then he turned her 
around suddenly and went off in the other direction. What the hell happened?! 
Confused 


g 3.* 


Dear Confused, 

Please don’t take this the wrong way but | think you’d have been more accurate in signing 
your letter as “Stupid” instead of the moniker you chose. (If you wanted to soften it a bit you 
could have gone the posh route and hyphenated it as “Stupid-Naive” or something along those 
lines.) lll tell you exactly what happened, Stup—| mean, Confused: loverboy panicked when he 
and his regular lay ran into “the other woman’—namely you. Let me take a wild guess here, 
sweetheart: he always called you for a tryst but you couldn't call him, he was more available 
during the day than at night and he had a morbid fear of hickies—correct? Am | getting warm 
here? Are you getting nauseous? Ah, success! 

Poor Confused, caught in the deceitful web of a card-carrying bisexual, with only a load of 
dirty sheets to show for it (I say keep ‘em, like Monica did with the dress—he could be prime 
minister one day). You're probably wondering what to do now, aren't you? Well, considering 
he used you as a secure and comfortable alternative to cruising in the bushes, | say dump his 
ass—that is, if he ever calls you again. Apparently, the only fear of commitment he had was to 
being himself. Chin up, hon; at least you can rest assured that years later, when he’s fumbling 
around with his prick in a prickle bush somewhere, you'll be living the fabulous and exotic life 
of an urban homosexual—along with, one hopes, someone else who's not afraid to be who he 
was born to be. 

Kisses on yer pink parts 
Fred 


Dear Freddy, 

| just started working for a friend of mine and it looks like things aren’t going to 
work out. We’ve always been close and have gotten along just fine, but he’s a 
totally different person on the job. | used to think the way he treated some of his 
employees (more sarcastic than mean) was funny, but now he’s being like that with 
me! He’s fine when we’re not at work but whenever I’m “on the clock”, as he puts 
it, he treats me differently. 1 don’t like being there but I think if | quit it will affect 
our friendship. Do you have any suggestions? 
Carl L.J. 


Dear Carl, 

Does your middle initial stand for “Lazy”? Maybe “Layabout” is closer to the truth. It seems | 
to me that you're upset because your friend—and now your boss—expects you to work while | 
you're “on the clock”, just like all the other people in his (2) employ. What's so upsetting or 
surprising about that?! You've just told me that you are aware of how he treated his employees 
before you even started the job—why would (or should) that be any different with you? If he 
did treat you differently, guess who'd be writing a letter like this in your stead? Your co- = 
workers. 

Look, Carl, you both made an obvious mistake, ’cause friends just shouldn’t work with 
friends—or worse still, for friends. There’s a whole dynamic in that relationship that’s doomed 
to failure, or can at least result in many wasted hours of needless bitching around the 
watercooler/urinal/sandwich truck. | mean, honestly, that’s like paying to have sex with a hustler 
and then expecting him to pick up the tab for lunch afterwards—it's simply not how these 
things are supposed work. | know that really is a terrible and inappropriate example but I’m 
trying to send a message to someone out there who just did exactly that and there just isn’t 
enough space here to wag my finger at both of you. Sorry to be so unsympathetic but I’ve just 
had to deal with Stupid—sorry, Confused and the Case of the Busted Bisexual. God, I’m a 
regular Nancy Drool, here—call in the Hardy Boys for a three-way! My advice? Send your 
boss flowers, quit and get on with the proper business of being friends. 

Hope this helps. 
Freddy 


‘Write to me, Dears! 


rs become the property of Outlooks and are subject to editing. 
Peo 8 : Write to: Dear Freddy, clo Outlooks 


Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 


100 - Employment 
office 101 
domestic 102 
trades 103 
service industry 104 
work wanted 105 
help wanted 106 
gardening services 107 
salespersons wanted 108 
retail salesperson 109 


200 - Real Estate 
homes and condos 
for sale 201 
homes, apartments, and 
suites for rent 202 
shared accommodations 
203 
accommodations 204 
accommodations 
wanted 205 
vacation rentals 206 
office space for rent 207 
Real Estate Agent 208 


300 - For Sale 
automobiles 301 
home furnishings 302 


antiques and artworks 
303 

computers 304 
general and miscella- 
neous 305 
garage sales 306 
pets 307 


OUTLOOKS CLASSIFIEDS 


400 - Personals 
massage 401 
friends 402 
models 403 
dating services 404 
announcements 405 
phone lines 406 
general 407 
health services 408 
personal services 409 
personal growth 410 
Escorts 411 
Erotic Body Massage 412 
women’s services 413 


500 - 
Announcements 
birthdays 501 
anniversary 502 
obituary 503 
in memoriam 504 
notices 505 
general 507 
lost & found 508 
services 509 
weddings 510 


600 - Travel 
accommodations 601 
travel Alberta 602 
travel BC 603 
camping 604 
travel international 605 
general 606 


700- Business 
services 701 
business opportunity 702 
computer rental 703 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 


OuTt 


no 


q 
ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING: 


CHEQUES/MONEY ORDERS 


105 
work wanted 


Bookkeeping Services 
Looking for a freelance 
bookkeeper? 
I am experienced with Quickbooks 
for small businesses and entre- 


peneurs. Can be at your office or 
mine in Calgary. 
Call (403) 228-5703 


daily 9am-Spm (CT). 


suites for rent 


Surrey Village Tower 
Beautiful concrete hi-rise. Excellent 
location, close to shopping malls, parks 
and skytrain. Beautiful suites, gorgeous 
views and sunsets. Studios, one & two 
bedrooms. Whirlpool, sauna, tennis. 
Please call to arrange a viewing. 
(604) 589-3930 or (604) 589-3960 


203 


shared accommodation 


Calgary room available immediately 
(NE Rundle). Clean townhouse near 
LRT & shopping. $375/Month utilities 
included + DD. Parking & internet also 
availbale. (403) 245-2580 


204 


accommodation 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 

Boana-Torre Malibu ./ Condo 
Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico, Tel/fax: 011 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 
222-0999. www.boana.net 
boanaWpvnet.com.mx One block 
from gay beach, Each unit has one 
bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch- 
enette, living room, balcony, air- 
conditioning. Maid service. Gay 
Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open 


Rooms and Suites in 
, Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


11" Street | 


Lodging 


Bed and Breakfast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER 7 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-011 


305 
general sales 


\NBOW PR, 
Serotec contest 


2nd Floor 

1229 - 16 Ave SW, Calgary 
(403) 266-5685 rpride@telus.net 
vy Adult Videos and Toys 
v Aromas - from $12.95 
v Lubes - over 15 varieties 
¥ Unique Greeting Cards 
v Magazines and Posters 
v Pride Jewelry & Gifts, CDs 


Mon - Sat: 11 am to 10 pm 
Sun & Holidays: 12 noon to 6 pm 


Best Video and DVD 
for sale and rent! New 
releases and hard to 
find classics. 
EXPRESS 
VIDEO 


#202, 11745 Jasper Ave., 
Edmonton,AB TSK ONS. 
Ph:780-482-7480. 


E-mail: exec.express@shaw.ca 


WE TAKE PRIDE IN BEING YOUR 
SOURCE FOR GAY PRODUCTS FOR 
24 YEARS. 


Rent: VHS or DVD 
$4.00 each or 3 for $10.00 
All four night rentals 
Buy: DVDs - $29.95, buy one get one FREE 
VHS - All boxed originals as low as $7.95ea 


401 


massage 
Professional ® 
Relaxation 8 
Massage : 
J Male to Male 2 
g by Appointment Only : 
10 years experience 2 
Md Yogassage, Swedish, Shiatsu, 4 
be Tantric, Healing Hands a 
& Daniel (403) 510-7572 
http://zaplin.com/maletomale @ 
402 
friends 


YOU NEED A MASTER 

Experienced Roman-style slavery in 
the 21st century! Experienced Master, 
strong B/D interest, located near 
Vancouver, has opening for youthful 
live-in slave under 35 who will accom- 
pany Master on North American and 
Overseas travels. Also accepting part- 
time visitors exploring future possibili- 
ties. No e-mail. reply #1011. 


Spain 

We are a middle-aged gay couple, 
from the north of Spain at the 
Basqueland. We llok for friendship and 
exchange hospitality, _ travelling 
Holidays together, with people of good 
feelings and level like we are. In 
english or espanol. F.G., Apartado 
1139, 48080 BILBAO, Spain, Europe. 


Looking For A Serious Lover 

Nice looking, sexy, tall, black choco- 
late guy good hearted with wicked 
fleshy chocolate body, 27 years, non- 
smoker and very comitted looking for 
serious guy to meet soon for permanent 
relationship. Age, looks unimportant, 
good heart welcome, must be fee from 
all disease. Write to: Maxwell Gyau 
P.O. Box 3 Odomase-Syi. B/A Region 
Ghana, West Africa. 


Honest Ghanian Gay, 27 who is 
looking for Canadian gay guy for 
friendship. | am looking for a real guy 
and also 100% gay. Write to me, 
Muntaei Ahuy, Box #148 Sunyani B/A 
Ghana , W/A or phone: 0023361 
24773. 


standing, active and attractive. Write to 
me and you are assured of excellent 
reply, I promise you I will never let you 
down. If possible send photo. Salu 
Jafaru - P.O. Box 148 Sunyani - Brong - 
Ahafo, Ghana-West-A frica. 


Russian boy in Cyprus, 29, 5°11, 
looks younger, normal build, brown 
eyes and brown hair, good looking, 
educated, romantic, tender, longs to find 
a faithful boyfriend from anywhere for 
a long-term relationship and great love. 
I want to share my life with you, to be 
with you in good and bad times to give 
you all my feelings. Christian gays and 
gays with spiritual values are very 
welcome to write me! Don’t waste your 
and my time if you’re interested in fun 
without obligations. | want to marry the 
right person. Call Yuri. 

Cell phone number 011-357 
99909186. 
E-mail: tchaikovsky@newmail.ru 


GWM, 42 Y.O. Brazilian, masculine 
hairy top, average (Spanish-Italian) 
look, HIV-FREE, w/ very good 
level/background, into FOOT & 
TICKLE fetishes (NO PERVERT) 
seeks 30-40 uneffeminate blonde, non- 
slim (=stocky/stud/chubby), ND/NS/N 


tattoo/N piercing, 
caring/cuddlish/supportive, broad- 
minded, balanced & mature, 


bottom/versatile, ticklish LIFETIME 
PARTNER to build 100% monogamic, 
serious & lasting relationship. Write to 
Mare, P.O. Box 3670, BR 20001-970, 
Rio, Brazil. 


Are you looking for a new guy in the 
scene? A 27 year-old gay guy. 5’8” tall, 
65kg, single, submissive, non-scene, 
serious, well built, committed, 
bottom/passive, versatile in bed. Active 
gay men, gay-priest and/or she-male 
who understands committment to corre- 
spond to. Send photo, phone number 
and contact address to explore the 
possibilities of meeting. 

E.K. BOAKYE-ANDOH, P.O. Box 
2291, Sunyani - B/A. 


Wealthy mid-forties gay man. In 
good shape. Looking for young man 18- 
25 who wants to be treated royally. 
Must be cute and fun. Reply #0502 


Good-looking, honest, F 
kind, trustworthy 27 year 
old boy, 177/71, University & 
Educated, with sporty body 
looking for serious man for 
long-term relationship or 


for good meetings. Please 


Meet that special someone. take outa 


ADULT DEPOT 


VISA 


Diners Club 


enclose picture with your 
Ghanaian guy of 21 years of age response if possible. 
searching for a penfriend all over the Fedor Belokon, P.O. 
world. No age limit. I am kind, honest Box 122, Kiev-58, 03058, Ukraine. 
and a nice looking boy of course, under- 


Classified ad in Outlooks 


North 
524A 6th Ave. S.E 626 - 58 Ave. S.E 
(403) 264-7399 (403) 258-2777 
Online at www.adultdepotstore.com 


South 


CURRENT DEADLINE: March 22nd, 2004 


International"CT1 R¢ yute 
Complete this form and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 9. 


ourtieoxs CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 
. : : All ads placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


ae Ce 
MM | Ns | 


Please place my ad in Category # 


Please add the following headline to my ad 
($10.00 extra): 


First 25 Words: 
Additional 25 words or less: 


NAME: __ ae ; $10.00 

Cire “ : ter ee a Headline: $10.00 

PROVINCE/STATE: See A. are | | ee ee Photograph (1°x1” B&W): 

DAY PHONE: ; Border Around Ad: $15.00 

HOME PHONE: “en ee Reply Number Forwarding: 
$5.00 


VERIFIED SUBTOTAL per month: 
SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PURCHASE [<3 [ae ee [gia BRIS FREQUENCY: 
6 Issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
[ea 


CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 
VISA - MASTERCARD - DINERS CLUB 


CARD NUMBER: 
EXPIRY DATE: ADD 7% GST: 
SIGNATURE: [ee es la es] oe | are 
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403 
models 


Male + Famle models (16-30), Actors, 
and Extras wanted for work on films, 
commercials, TV series, print and runway 
modeling In Vancouver, Calgary, 
Edmonton, and Toronto. See Ad in this 
magazine on page 8. 


404 


dating services 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us 
free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


Calgary 403-261-2100 
Vancouver 

604-257-5555 

Edmonton 


416-915-4545 ae 
Call Toll FREE 1-800-777-8000 - 


www.InteractiveMale.com 


1-900-451-3800 is1.s3/ini18, 


Immigration 
is for lovers! 


We are proud of our 
ever-growing family of 
delighted gay and 

lesbian couples united at 
home in Canada, and 
one of the highest 
success rates with same : 
sex couples. Canada’s new immigration 
regulations make expert guidance even more 
important than ever. Avoid time delaying and 
costly mistakes by working closely with a 
former Canadian Immigration and 
Citizenship Officer and friendly staff. We offer 
a full range of Immigration and Citizenship 
services: visa extensions, work and study 
permits, family sponsorship, and 
independent applications, Let us be your 
personal guide, providing professional care 
from start to finish. 

We only work with clients who we feel 
have the best chance of success. 

“Your staff are true professionals and always 
willing to help” FT. 

Call us today to discuss your situation. 
FERREIRA-WELLS 
IMMIGRATION SERVICES 
538 St. Clair Ave. West, Toronto 
ON M6C 1A4 (at St Clair West subway) 
416-651-8889 
email: info@immigrationservices.ca 
www.immigrationservices.ca 
Director, Organization of Professional 
Immigration Consultants 


Buy, Sell or Trate 
Take outa 
Classified ad in 
Outlooks 


Hot Latin Guy For You 


403.615.4371 


Akira 604 961 8772 

Guy 604 313. 0486— 

Big Boy Dave G04 683 5215 
Marky 604 230 6227 
Mateo 604 230 3777 


www.geocities.com/vanescorts 
LY ee 


Victoria French Lover 
25 years old, new in town, new in 
business. Blonde, blue eyes, fit hairless 
body. Friendly, discreet. in/out, great rates 
Evening call: Matt (250) 727-8044 


In Calgary Once Per Month 
Sexy, smooth-chested, muscular 
escort. Attention-getting good 
looks and hard in all the right places. 
Friendly, versatile, fantastic kisser 
and available for travel. 28 years old, 
6’, 175lbs, 42” chest, 32” waist, 15” 
arms, 7”X5", unbelievable butt! 

1-604-813-2323 


504 


Cagney Huston 
Celebration of life 
In loving memory 
Sunday Feb. 29 2004 
4-8pm Loading Dock Calgary 
Condolences to LindaEckess@yahoo.ca 


602 
travel Alberta 


Northernlights B&B 
EDMONTON 
Swimming pool and Antique rooms 

TV/VCR (780) 483-1572 


www.nlightsbnb.com 
email nlight69@hotmail.com 


ISLAND HOUSE 


SOUTH BEACH’S LARGEST GAY GUESTHOUSE 


Calgary's Favorite Gay B & B 


www.thefoxwood.com 


Great House, 
Great Location, 
Great Hosts! 


1725 - 12 Street SW, Calgary AB 
Phone: (403) 244-6699 


800-382- 2422 305-864-2422 


4428 Collins Avenue Miami Beach, FL 33139 


Proudly Supporting: 
ARGRA., Apollo, Calgary Meén's Chorus, 
Pride Calgary and of course Outlooks 


IstandHouseSouth Beach.com 


Please support our ativertisers. 
They make Outlooks possible. 


DEDICATED TO PROVIDING 
QUALITY. FINANCIAL 
LEADERSHIP, MANAGEMENT 
& BUSINESS SERVICES 


FOR SMALL TO MEDIUM-SIZED BUSINESSES, 
NOT-FOR-PROFIT & OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS INCLUDING BUSINESSES 
IN THE HEALTH & FITNESS INDUSTRY 


8748 FAX: (403) 264-4169 


1 EMAIL: ak@akrpe.ca www.akrpc.ca 


e 777-9499 


toll free 1-377-282-2011 


the telegquide to the Gay & Lesbian Covrwerwzeerelceg 


Police Liaison Committee s 2038 
Prime Timers of Edmonton 2044 
The Edmonton Vocal Minority... 2053 
Curling with pride 2057 


EDMONTON 


Businesses 
Cosmetics by Karen... 


The Fly Bar. 


LETHBRIDGE 
AIDS Connection a ea 
GALA/LA.. 


MEDICINE HAT 
SOS for LesBiGay youth 
PFLAG Medicine Hat 

LGBT Society of Medicine Hat 


CALGARY 

Community Groups 

Apollo Friends in Sports, GLBT.....-.......---- 
Buck Naked Boys Club.... 

Camp 181- Women's Social Group.... 
Children Need Support Too...........- ie 
Gay Teachers and Friends.............------ 
GLCSA 
Integrity..... pentenias se nc 
Men's Project.......-.-. 
Metropolitan Community ‘Church. 
Outlooks Millennium Community Fonnaclato 
Pride Calgary... 2 
Rocky Mountain Cruisers Car Club... 
SHARP Foundation 
Speak Sebastian.........-.--- 
Stepping Out 
The Verge 
AIDS Calgary. 
Prime Timers Calgary. 


CALGARY Sponsored by 


Businesses 

11 St Lodging....... 
Rainbow Destinations aka 
Money-Pennies.. 


The Calgary Eagle : 
Conference Centre at Country Gardens. . 
Enstasy Counselling Services.. 


EDMONTON 

Community Erours 

Dignity. 

GLCCE 

Kairos House 

Men's Support Group 

Outreach (U of A) r 2029 
PFLAG 2045 


Calgary:(403) 777-9494 
Edmonton:(780) 413-7122 


Outlooks presents Calgary Eagle 

Xtension 2451 
Stepping Out 
Xtension 2400 


Canada's only gay dinner club. 


GLCSA 
Xtension 2052 


Gay Teachers and Friends 
Xtension 2019 


Enstasy Counselling Services 
Xtension 2442 
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Here is what you may have missed last week on 


ISION TV 


OUTSIDE THE BOX 


In The Life, Under The Pink Carpet, Jawbreaker, Shout, So Gay TV, 
Undressed, Dyke TV, Gimmie Gimmie Gimmie, She Spot, Prisoner: Cell 
Block H, Steamy Knights, Kids In The Hall, Locker Room, Eros, Queer TV, 
The Jack E. Jett Show, So Graham Norton, In The Life, Queer as Folk, 
Docs Outside the Box, Out In The City, Frisky Femmes, The Secret Life 
of Us, Urban Fitness TV, Fluid, So Fla Q, Brothers, Elvira Kurt, Bump!, 
Undercovers, XXXtreme Heat, Savoir Faire, Pride Visionaries, G Factor, 
Dame Edna, Body and Soul Yoga, What's tor Dinner, Because | Said Sol 


plus numerous GLBT movies, dramas, documentaries, musicals 
and specials. 


With new GLBT shows added weekly, 
why not give us a try? 


ISION TV 


OUTSIDE THE BOX 


CALL YOUR LOCAL CABLE/SATELLITE PROVIDER TODAY OR CALL 1-877-PRIDETY. 


RING CLASSIFIEDS 


Edmonton 780.413.7122 Vancouver 604.639.0606 Victoria 250.414.4424 


A03.777.949 
@ @ 
Membership Info: Credit Card: Bill to your phone: Pay by cash: 


To get in on the hot, local action and take : : : i eee ; g ‘ 
advantage of our many features like live male Call our Customer Service Calgary: 1.900.451.8434 - 75 min./$24 Purchase your membership discreetly and in person at one of our retail outlets: 
toll-free at 1.877.882.2005 Outside Calgary call customer service for With the Times (2 locations!) 2203 4th Street SW or 118 10th Street NW 


chat, uncensored erotic stories and more, you'll 
need a membership. Here's how to get one: 24 hours/day, 7 days a week. —_your local bill-to-phone number. Open 9:00 AM - 11:00 PM, every day! ...OF visit any Western Union outlet! 


Specials and other information... 


ne iS Une ae: ... lalking Classifieds! Find other guys 
\ 2-FoR 7 Weekdays from 7 AM - 5 PM, members are 9 guy 


cc we billed only one minute for every two minutes in your area who are looking for 
>» <4 you're on Cruiseline’s Live Connections! 


Cruiseline is a division of Pink Triangle Press, a gay-operated not for profit company. For more information about Cruiseline, call our helpful 24-hour Customer Service at 1-877-882-2005 


Local: Live: Noy 
Vancouver 604-257-5555 


Victoria 
250-220-1000 
Calgary 
403-261-2100 
Saskatoon 
306-374-8181 
Toronto 
416-915-4545 


Edmonton 
780-490-2299 
Winnipeg 
204-480-0100 
Regina 
306-347-0000 
Hamilton 
905-297-4545 


Call Toll FREE 
1-800-777-8000 


7] FREE 
= TRIAL 
Use Code: 1501 


